
 

Proposed subject for internship at Flanders Marine Institute  
 
Subject: Interim Register of Marine & Nonmarine Genera (IRMNG)  
 
Introduction  
The Interim Register of Marine and Nonmarine Genera is a provisional (or ‘interim’) compilation of 
genus names – including species names in many cases – and covers both living and extinct biota into 
a single system to support taxonomic and other queries dealing with e.g. homonyms, authorities, 
parent-child relationships, spelling variations and distinctions between marine and non-marine or 
fossil and recent taxa. Although referred to as ‘interim’, IRMNG does aim to provide the most 
complete and up-to-date overview of all genera across all environments ever described. 

Taxonomic names in IRMNG are assigned flags to distinguish between marine vs. non-marine, and 
extant vs. fossil status; they are also arranged into a simple management hierarchy for navigation 
purposes, compilation of statistics per taxonomic group and more. The information available through 
IRMNG is used by several other renowned databases, including e.g. the World Register of Marine 
Species (WoRMS) and the Catalogue of Life (CoL). 

Possible tasks for students  
During the internship, the student will get acquainted with the Interim Register for Marine and 
Nonmarine Genera (IRMNG, www.irmng.org) and other databases it is interlinked with.  
 
Helping complete the Interim Register of Marine and Nonmarine Genera and its related databases 
will help in improving our knowledge of what lives on our planet. As IRMNG is already near 
completion for its taxonomic content on genus level, the future focus will shift towards adding and 
checking other information such as ecological information (=traits).  
 
The actual work packages will depend on the period and duration of the internship. It will certainly 
involve adding new information to IRMNG and quality controlling existing information. 
 
 Internships should span a minimum of 1 month and can take place all year round.  
 
Working environment and support  
Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) is an autonomous institute with the legal status of a non-profit 
organisation and has the following strategic objectives:  

• Promoting Flemish marine scientific research.  
• Serving as an international contact point in the marine scientific field.  
• Promoting the international impact of Flemish marine scientific research.  
• Promoting the visibility of Flemish marine scientific research to the public at large by means 

of popularisation and sensitisation.  
• Providing scientific information on the sea to policy makers, whether or not upon request, so 

that they can use this information to develop their policy with regard to marine affairs.  
 
VLIZ is located in the coastal town of Oostende (Belgium). For more information on our activities, 
please visit the website www.vliz.be.   
 
Contact  
Leen Vandepitte, data manager of IRMNG (leen.vandepitte@vliz.be). 

http://www.irmng.org/
http://www.vliz.be/

