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Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) 

VLIZ is a scientific institution supporting coastal and marine 
scientific research, but does not conduct scientific research. 

 Non-profit organisation (Board of Directors, General Assembly, 
Scientific Committee)  

 Established in 1999 

 Supported by the Flemish government (95% of total subsidies) 
and province of West-Flanders (5% of total subsidies) 



Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) 

VLIZ Strategic Objectives 

 Promoting Flemish marine scientific research and related coastal 
research and education. 

 Promoting the international impact of marine scientific research as  
well as international marine education. 

 Acting as a catalyst and an international point of contact in the field of 
marine sciences. 

 Promoting the visibility of marine research to the public at large by 
means of popularisation and sensitisation. 

 Providing scientific information on the sea, coast and tidal systems to 
policy makers, so that they can use it to develop their policy with 
regard to marine affairs. 

 Hands free to support/network, since not doing research. 
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Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) 

VLIZ provides services  

 Logistic support (infrastructure on land & at sea)  

 Marine library  

 Information, communication & education desk 

 Figures for policy making  

 Flanders Marine Data and Information Centre (FMDC) 
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VLIZ contribution to CSA MarineBiotech 

Development of a long-term information management system 

  MarineBiotech Registers  
      (Information database, hosted at VLIZ, based on IMIS) 

  MarineBiotech Infopages 
      (Online software, freely accessible, created within coastal and marine WIKI) 

 
=> Available at www.marinebiotech.eu 
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 Adaptation of existing Integrated Marine Information System 
(IMIS), hosted at the VLIZ data centre 

 Modular Information system 

 

 

 

 

 Architecture developed to the specific needs of the project: 
emphasis on Persons – Institutes – Projects  

 Scientific community + Networks + Funding agencies + Commercial 
companies + Education 

MarineBiotech Registers (IMIS) 
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Project Register 

List of Registers 

Link to: Persons Register 
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Persons Register Institute Register 

List of Registers 

Link to: Project Register 
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MarineBiotech Registers (IMIS) 

Additional options using the IMIS interface on the CSA 
MarineBiotech website: 

 Report an error in this record 

 

 Online registration form for those interested in being part of the 
European platform 

 List of different type of Institutes 
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MarineBiotech Registers (IMIS) 

Developmental 
stage 

Building the 
architecture 

2011         2012  2013          2014 2015          2016 2017 

ERA-NET  

Preliminary data 
entry of CSA 
consortium 

Data entry of 
stakeholders and 
funding agencies 

Input stage 

Further building.. 

Continuous testing and 
improvement  

MarineBiotech 
Information 

Database 

So far…  The way forward… 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

The Wiki concept 

 software that allows users to collaboratively create, edit, link, and 
organize the content of a website 

 online, very accessible 

 easy to edit, user friendly (Wiki is Hawaiian for ‘quick, fast’) 

 control changes – edit rights 

 fully searchable and linked (easily indexed by Google) 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

A little history… 

 First Wiki database was developed by Ward Cunningham in 1995 

 MediaWiki (MySQL – PHP – Wikimarkup language) 
TWiki, Confluence 

 Became world-wide known through Wikipedia (Jimmy Wales, 
2001), contains currently 28.4 million Pages 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

The Coastal and Marine Wiki 

 …an Internet encyclopaedia providing up-to-date high 
quality information for and by coastal and marine professionals…  

 

 Developed within European Network For Coastal Research, 
ENCORA (2006-2009) 

 13 + 5 countries 

 ++2200 members 

 content focused 

http://www.coastalwiki.org/coastalwiki/Main_Page 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

The Coastal and Marine Wiki: Objectives 

 The issue -taking better advantage of existing knowledge- 

 communicate scientific knowledge among fellow experts and to 
public at large (e.a. scientific publications) 

 coastal and marine issues often refer to specific field situations and 
are published as grey literature  

 Avoid that results published on project sites become inaccessible 
after the project has ended (e.a. FP5, FP6….) 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

The first portal within the Coastal and Marine Wiki: 

 Portal on SoA European Coastal Research (ENCORA) 

 Publication of European State of the Art for 10 Themes 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

Other project-specific portals are supported by the Coastal and 
Marine Wiki: 

– Portal on Marine Biodiversity (MarBEF NoE) 
– Portal on Science - Policy Integration for Coastal System Assessment (SPICOSA) 
– Portal on Marine Ecotoxicology 
– Portal on Innovative technologies for safer European coasts in a changing climate 

(THESEUS) 
– Portal on People for Ecosystem Based Governance in Assessing Sustainable 

Development of Ocean and Coast (PEGASO) 

Impact: 

 10 million hits on Coastal and Marine Wiki in 2011 

 1 541 information pages in 2011 

 330 000 unique visitors in 2011 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

The portal of Marine Biotechnology  

 will be part of the Coastal and Marine Wiki 

 Increase the visibility of the CSA MarineBiotech 

 Increase continuity after the CSA MarineBiotech is finished 

 Provide a source of information visible through google searches 

 Increase the effort for dynamic documents 

 Interface on www.marinebiotech.eu/wiki 
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Typical attributes 

 

 Link to dictionary 

 Add references 

 Interlink 

 History 

 User profiles 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

Major difference between Wikipedia and Coastal and Marine Wiki: 
Quality Control 

 anonymous contributions are precluded: editors part of expert 
contact database 

 everyone registered in IMIS & applied for a WIKI account can 
update information 

 Person editing information will become public 

Creates quality control and visibility 

Possible to return to previous version of portal page 

 content checked by editorial team 
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MarineBiotech Infopages (WIKI) 

The Way Forward… 

 A separate dynamic community information portal on Marine 

Biotech, within Coastal and Marine Wiki, with project-specific 

information but linked in depth with exisiting information 

» Project website will keep own identity 

» Project Information will not be lost in time 

» Prevent duplication of effort 

 Content supplied by different stakeholders 

 Editorial team for quality control 
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Summary 

 A long-term information management system for Marine 
Biotechnology has been developed, containing a contact 
database and a content/knowledge management system 

 Project-specific information is integrated with existing and 
more general MarineBiotech information 

 Can respond effectively to dynamic nature of documents and 
contact information 

 Everyone can support with keeping system up-to-date, with 
sufficient quality control 
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Thank you! 


