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Beyond the Blue 
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The dimension of our ignorance 
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a)  Acoustic Retrievable Cage with 
Vent Mussels at the 

Hydrothermal Vent Field
Menez Gwen: - 870 metres deep. 

©Ifremer- ATOS2001

b) Recovery of Cage with
RV Arquipélago ©ImagDOP;

c) Inside Acclimatised LabHorta with 
Pressured Chambers and Sulphide / 

Methane Chemically Controlled 
Seawater Aquaria. ©ImagDOP

LLabHorta – Large Scale Facility
For Experimental Studies with
deep-sea Vent Organisms
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Of the genes associated with 
WIPO patents, 17% are of 
unknown taxonomic origin, 
and almost none of the patent 
claims examined disclosed 
the geographic origin of 
material.  
 
Although states compromised 
in promoting establishment of 
sharing agreements under 
CBD, this is not a legally 
binding agreement and so does 
not imply that companies will 
necessarily comply. 
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