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COCARDE: new view on old mounds – an international network of 
carbonate mound research

“New views on old mounds” is the principle scientific objective of the European Research 
Network COCARDE-ERN. Throughout Phanerozoic times, mounds have represented a 
current strategy of Life and an exemplary mode of geosphere-biosphere coupling. The inte-
gration of recent and fossil mound research will allow to identify the full spectrum of 
biosphere and geosphere actors, their processes and products in carbonate mound forma-
tion and its transformation to a geological body. The key activity of COCARDE-ERN is a 
scheme of yearly open calls for organizing integrated workshops and field seminars.

        Roadmap of COCARDE-ERN:

• to foster new ocean drilling initiatives and 
support their exploitation, where relevant

• to review existing carbonate mound data 
and set up an integrated data base

• to actively support the preparation and 
exploitation phases of campaigns to core 
and drill marine mound systems

• to identify ICDP targets to explore Ceno-
zoic, Mesozoic and Paleozoic mound prov-
inces and to support their exploitation 
phase
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Start of RNP with “Kick-Off Meeting”, June 27th, 2011

Research Conference
Integrated Marine and Continental Carbonate Mound Drilling

- Eurofleets “CWC Moira Mounds”
- Review of carbonate mound data
- Set-up of a database and website

Call for Workshop and
Field Seminar 2012

Eurofleets, MeBo
IODP Exp. 339 “Mediterranean Outflow”

ESF-MiCROSYSTEMS,
CARBONATE, CHECREEF

IODP Exp. 307 “Porcupine Drilling”

- ICDP targets between (sub)recent
and Carboniferous times: from
Ceno-, via Meso- to Paleozoic

Call for Workshop and
Field Seminar 2013

Call for Workshop and
Field Seminar 2014

Call for Workshop and
Field Seminar 2015

Oviedo Workshop and Field Seminar

Carbonate Mounds in
Deep and Shallow Time

in September 2009: Start of ICDP
initiatives for drilling carbonate mounds

2010

ES
F 

- C
O

C
A

R
D

E-
ER

N

- New ocean drilling initiatives
- Integration of academic and
  industry carbonate mound data
- Eurofleets “Gateway”

- ICDP action on Paleozoic mounds
- Integration of marine and conti-

  nental carbonate mound data

Integrated carbonate mound drilling

- Integration of carbonate mound data from academia and industry. Synthesis
- Exploitation phase of ICDP drilling

- Exploitation phase of ICDP initiatives on carbonate mounds
- New tools and proxies for navigating from shallow to deep time

Joint COCARDE-ICA / COCARDE-ERN Workshop and Field Seminar
Recent and Ancient Carbonate Mounds in Morocco, October 2011

These dedicated workshops (two days) and 
field seminars (three days) are designed to 
bring the marine and continental carbonate 
mound research groups together to plan and 
discuss common actions, including:

• to foster long-term, sustainable support for 
students and young researchers through 
training through research


