
By Guy Baker

SC IE N T IST S A N D  NATURAL 
history enthusiasts from the UK and  
continental Europe met in Exeter 
(UK) in July, 2 0 0 4 ,  to bring together  
c o l le c to r s  and c u s to d ia n s  of 
records of marine life.

E n titled  “M aking M arine Life R ecording 
Work," the event was held on T hursday 29th 
July at Exeter University and was organised by 
th e  M arine Life In fo rm atio n  N etw ork  
(MarLIN) -  an  in itiative  of th e  M arine 
Biological Association (MBA) -  together w ith 
the UK N ational Biodiversity N etw ork (NBN). 
A ro u n d  60 delegates a tten d ed , in c lu d in g  
volunteer recorders and representatives from a 
range of m arine life societies and trusts, local 
reco rd  cen tres an d  s ta tu to ry  n a tu re  
conservation agencies.

W arm ing seas, invasions of non-native species 
and the im pacts of hum an activities are all 
affecting our rich m arine heritage. Scientists 
need the expertise of am ateur recorders to 
provide inform ation on w hich m arine species 
occur where, and how their d istribution is 
changing. In re tu rn  for their efforts, volunteers 
need to know  that the records they supply  are 
handled  and dissem inated efficiently and pu t 
to  use for conserva tion  pu rp o ses. Keith 
Hiscock, MarLIN's Program m e Director, said: 
“The seas a round  Britain and  Ireland are 
changing, and scientists need to harness the 
expertise  an d  en th u siasm  of am ateur 
naturalists. This conference is an excellent 
opportun ity  for volunteer recorders and data 
custodians to m eet and w ork  m ore closely 
toge th e r for th e  benefit of the  m arine 
environm ent."

In addition  to sharing their experiences of 
collecting and handling  data, delegates at the 
conference found ou t w hat had been going on 
w ith in  o ther recording organisations and took 
the opportun ity  to p u t faces to nam es of 
peo p le  th ey  had  com m u n ica ted  w ith  by 
‘phone or email. It was clear that delegates 
valued  ne tw ork ing  opportu n ities  and  that 
m ore tim e for discussion ‘on the sidelines’ 
w ou ld  be w elcom e at future events. The 
w o rk sh o p s w ere  considered  usefu l (and 
ju d g in g  by the  noise, enjoyable) b u t delegates

w anted  to see outcom es identified and fully 
dissem inated.

In the report on the m eeting, M arLIN  has 
offered to chair a virtual forum , accessible to 
all online, to m aintain com m unication and 
awareness of w hat is happening w ith in  the 
m arine recording com m unity  This forum  will 
foster cooperation at the regional level and 
encourage m arine  reco rd ing  nationally, 
especially in areas of poor coverage. O ther 
outcom es included the recom m endation  to 
s tandardise database software. This w ould  
elim inate problem s such as duplication  of 
records. It w as also suggested  th a t 
tran sp aren cy  in  d a ta -h an d lin g  w o u ld  be 
im proved th rough  data-sharing agreements.

The event b rought together m any groups and 
individuals and dealt w ith  com m on issues. It 
w ill help  to ensu re  th a t the  m arine  life 
recording com m unity is w orking together.

Sponsors
M ar LIN  w o u ld  like to acknow ledge the  
generous su p p o rt for the conference given by 
the UK National Biodiversity Network, The 
C row n Estate, B ritish M arine Aggregates 
Producers Association (BMAPA) and English 
Nature.

P resen tations given a t the  conference are 
available on line  a t w w w .m arlin .ac .uk /conf 
erence/.

Continued next page...

Common mussel (Mytilis edulis).
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Delegates at the MarLIN workshop in Exeter, England, in July 2004.
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HERMES

Oarweed (Laminaria digitata).

Marine Biological 
Association
The M arine Biological A ssociation of the  
U nited K ingdom  (MBA) (ww w .m ba.ac.uk) is a 
professional body for m arine biologists w ith 
som e 1,200 m em bers w orldw ide. The MBA 
has earned an in ternational repu tation  foi- 
excellence and innovation in research, by the 
resident scientific staff and visiting research 
w orkers, including seven N obel laureates.

The MBA is a fo under m em ber o f the  
P lym outh M arine Sciences Partnership, w hich 
also includes the  Sir Alister H ardy Foundation  
for Ocean Science (SAHFOS), the N ational 
M arine Aquarium , the University of Plym outh 
and the Plym outh M arine Laboratory.

The charitable aim s of the  Association are: “To 
prom ote scientific research into all aspects of 
life in the sea, including the environm ent on

w hich it depends, and to dissem inate to the 
public  the knowledge gained. "

For m ore inform ation on the MBAs M arine Life 
Inform ation N etw ork (MarLIN), look at the 
website (ww w.m arlin.ac.uk).

Im ages
Images of m arine life can be obtained from  the 
M arLIN  C om m u n ica tio n s an d  O u treach  
Officer, Guy Baker (g .baker@ m ba.ac.uk; 0044 
1752 633 336). Photographic images on the 
w ebsite  are copyright. Please do no t use 
w ithou t consultation w ith M arLIN  staff. •

G uy Baker, C om m unications and 
O utreach Officer, M arLIN  netw ork for 
Britain and Ireland.
Tel: 0044 1752 633336 
Fax: 0044 1752 633102 
Web: http://w w w .m arlin.ac.uk

By Phil Weaver

THE EU HAS RECENTLY FUNDED  
an Integrated Project called  
H E R M E S  (H o tsp o t  E c o sy s te m  
R esea rch  on the Margins of  
European S e a s ) ,  which will begin on 
April 1st  2 0 0 5  and run for four 
years.

HERMES is designed to gain new insights into 
the  biodiversity, stru c tu re , fu n c tio n  and  
dynam ics of ecosystems along E urope’s deep- 
ocean margin. It represents the first major 
a ttem pt to understand  European deep-w ater 
ecosystem s an d  th e ir en v iro n m en t in an 
integrated way, by bringing together expertise 
in biodiversity, geology, sedim entology, 
physical oceanography, m icrobiology and  
b iogeochem istry  so th a t th e  generic 
re la tio n sh ip  be tw een  b iod iversity  and  
ecosystem  functioning can be understood.

The prim ary  ecosystem s that w e plan to study 
include biodiversity hotspots such as cold 
seeps, cold-w ater coral m ounds, canyons and 
anoxic environm ents, w here the geosphere 
and  hy d ro sp h ere  in fluence  th e  b iosphere  
th rough  escape of fluids, presence of gas 
hydrates and  deep-w ater currents. We will also 
study open slopes w here landslides and deep- 
ocean circulation affect ecosystem  develop
m ent. These im portan t system s require urgent 
study  because of their possible biological 
fragility, u n iq u e  genetic  resources, global 
relevance to carbon  cycling and  possib le 
susceptibility to global change and  m an-m ade 
disturbances.

Past changes, including catastrophic events, 
w ill be assessed using  sed im en t archives. 
HERMES will m ake estim ates of the flow rates 
of m ethane from the geosphere and calculate 
how m uch is utilised by benthic com m unities, 
leaving the  residual contribution  to enter the 
w ater co lum n and  possib ly  reach  the  
atm osphere as a greenhouse gas.

HERMES w ill enable forecasting  of 
biodiversity change in  relation to natural and 
m an-m ade  en v ironm en ta l changes by 
developing the  first pan -E uropean  m argin 
G eographic Inform ation  System. This will 
provide a fram ew ork for integrating science, 
environm ental m odelling and socio-econom ic 
ind icators in ecosystem  m anagem ent. The 
results will u nderp in  the  developm ent of a 
E uropean  O cean an d  Seas In teg ra ted  
Governance Policy, enabling risk assessment, 
m anagem ent, conservation and rehabilitation 
options for m argin ecosystems.

Nat'l Biodiversity Network
T h e  National  Biodiversi ty N e t w o r k  (N B N ) is 
a n e w  and  innovative way of sharing wildlife 
in form ation  in t h e  UK, and  is building to o ls  
t o  m ake  this in form ation  access ib le  in a 
d ig i t ised  an d  e x c h a n g e a b le  fo rm .  By 
providing easy  acce ss  t o  t h e  in form ation  th a t  
p e o p le  n e e d  a b o u t  wildlife, w i s e  an d  
in fo rm ed  dec is ions  can  be  m a d e  to  e n s u re  
o u r  natural  e n v i ro n m e n t  is diverse ,  rich and 
sus ta inable  n o w  and  fo r  fu tu re  genera t ions .

English Nature
English N a tu r e  is t h e  UK G o v e r n m e n t s  
in d e p e n d e n t  agency  t h a t  c h a m p io n s  th e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  of wildlife an d  geo lo g y  
th r o u g h o u t  England.

BMAPA
T h e  British M arine  A ggrega te  P ro d u c e r s  
A s s o c ia t io n  r e p r e s e n t s  e ig h t  c o m p a n ie s  
involved in t h e  e x t r a c t io n  of sand and  gravel 
f ro m  th e  se a -b e d  a ro u n d  th e  UK.

The Crown Estate
T h e  C r o w n  Estate, as o w n e r  of  o v e r  half th e  
UK's f o r e s h o re  and  a lm o s t  all t h e  se a b e d  o u t  
t o  t h e  1 2-nautical-mile t e r r i to r ia l  limit, w as  
p le a s e d  t o  s p o n s o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  on  
v o lu n te e r  m ar in e  life reco rd ing  th ro u g h  its 
M arine  S tew ardsh ip  P ro g r a m m e .T h e  C r o w n  
Estate  o p e r a t e s  in a d h e r e n c e  t o  its c o r e  
v a lues  of  c o m m e rc ia l i sm ,  in teg r i ty  and  
s tew ardsh ip .

T h e  C r o w n  E s ta te s  M arine  S tew ard sh ip  
P ro g ra m m e  m akes  funds available fo r  a range 
of practical p ro jec ts  a t  t h e  coas t .A ll  p ro jec ts  
f unded  th ro u g h  th e  p r o g ra m m e  a r e  d irectly  
re levan t  t o  improving th e  m a n a g e m e n t  and 
s te w ard sh ip  of t h e  M arine  Estates .  P ro jec ts  
c u r r e n t ly  rece iv ing  funding r an g e  f ro m  
be a c h -c le a n in g  init ia t ives t o  m a r in e
a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  su rv e y s  an d  a c c e s s
im provem en ts .

F u r th e r  in form ation  a b o u t T h e  C r o w n  Estate  
can b e  found  a t  w w w . th e c r o w n e s t a t e .c o .u k .
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