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A NEW  COMMUNICATIONS  
resource has been developed under 
the MarBEF banner. The MarBEF 
Outreach and Education web pages  
were officially launched on 23  
December 2 0 0 4  at www.marbef. 
org/outreach.

H um an perceptions of biodiversity, attitudes 
and behaviour directly and indirectly affect the 
sustainable use of m arine living resources. 
Gaining su p p o rt from  society to pro tect and 
sustain the m arine environm ent requires long­
term  concerted efforts in education and public  
awareness.

The MarBEF outreach w eb pages are in tended 
as a com m unications tool to bridge the gap 
betw een researchers w ith in  the netw ork and 
those w ho w ork on, are interested in  or use the 
m arine environm ent. First and foremost, these 
pages provide an easily accessible source of 
in fo rm atio n  an d  ed u ca tio n a l m ateria l on 
m arine biodiversity in Europe. O n these pages, 
we have explained term s and concepts central 
to m arine biodiversity and then  illustrated 
these concepts w ith descriptions and exam ples 
of m arine biodiversity in Europe, bo th  from  a 
geographic and ecosystem  perspective. We 
have highlighted the im portance of m arine 
resources to our everyday lives, from  
regulating the climate to providing us w ith

food, and have discussed threats to the  future 
of these resources. Perhaps m ost importantly, 
we have provided m aterial for those interested 
in learning about the  m arine environm ent, 
thus raising awareness, and w e hope in tim e to 
provide opportunities for people to becom e 
actively involved.

Secondly, th e  pages are a source of 
dow nloadable  ou treach  m aterials b o th  for 
netw ork  m em bers and for those outside of the 
netw ork. O f specific use to netw ork  m em bers 
are the  dow nloadab le  p re sen ta tio n s on 
MarBEF w hich can be used to in troduce the 
aim s and objectives of the  netw ork at m eetings 
and w orkshops. Also in tended  for netw ork 
m em bers are th e  in fo rm atio n  shee ts on 
MarBEF w hich detail each of the w orking 
them es w ith in  the netw ork  and  their objectives 
for 2005. The sheets are designed as inserts for 
the MarBEF folder, available on request from 
the MarBEF C om m unications and O utreach 
Officer, Olive Heffernan, and are in tended  to 
inform  the w ider scientific com m unity  and 
stake-holders of our activities. We anticipate 
that net-w ork m em bers will translate these 
pages into other European languages as the 
need arises, and th a t these translations will 
also be available to dow nload from  the site in 
time. Publicity m aterial of in terest to the 
general p u b lic  in clu d es posters, flyers, a 
p re sen ta tio n  “An In tro d u c tio n  to M arine 
Biodiversity" and  archived MarBEF articles 
from  m agazines such  as M arine Scientist. 
Previous issues of this new sletter are archived 
as dow nloadable p d f files.

Thirdly, the site is a link to contacts, org­
anisations and other websites concerned w ith 
m arine biodiversity in Europe. A searchable 
database of con tacts at conservation  org­
anisations and research institu tes th roughout 
Europe will soon be available on the site under 
‘Public Participation.’ This section will also be 
u sed  to a n n o u n ce  details o f upco m in g  
outreach events of public  interest, such as the 
p ro p o sed  coastal m o n ito rin g  schem e foi- 
am ateur conservationists in 2005.

A lthough the m ain text on these pages is 
geared tow ards the  a d u lt general public , 
specialised pages will be developed in the 
com ing year focused on schoo lch ild ren , 
university studen ts and other interest groups. 
Some of the  resources th a t will be available 
include dow nloadable study sheets, details of 
m arine b iod iversity  career an d  s tu d y  
o p p o rtu n ities , an d  a ju n io r  sec tion  w ith  
them ed colourful pages and interactive games. 
Series of docum ents geared tow ard specific 
en d -u ser g roups, su ch  as env ironm en ta l 
managers, are being currently  developed and 
will be accessible th rough  these pages.

W hile websites are an essential and easily 
accessible tool in com m unication, to a certain 
ex ten t they  are like ‘p reach in g  to  the  
co nverted .’ This online resource is in  its 
infancy, having ju s t  been launched, b u t our 
desire is to develop these pages in 2005 to 
attract as w ide an audience as possible. We 
in ten d  to achieve th is by u tilising  m any 
different types of media, m aking the site more 
innovative, attractive and accessible over the 
duration  of MarBEE We anticipate that this 
resource will develop as a vital com m unication 
tool in dissem inating inform ation from the 
netw ork, build ing  links w ith  resource users, 
and  ed ucating  on m arine  b iod iversity  in  
Europe. Any feedback on these pages is more 
th an  w elcom e an d  can be d irec ted  to 
olive@ ecoserve.ie •

O live H effernan
MarBEF C om m unications and O utreach 
Officer, Ecological C onsultancy Services 
L td (Ecoserve), B19 KC-R Indu stria l 
Estate, Kimmage, D ublin 12, Ireland. 
Email: olive@ecoserve.ie
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