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THEME 3 AIMS TO INTEGRATE RESEARCH AND DATA 
from the network mem bers and to further understanding of the 
econom ic , social and cultural values of marine biodiversity. 
Ultimately, completion of th e se  objectives will help develop  the 
research b a se  required to support the sustainable m an age
ment of marine biodiversity and e c o sy s te m  functioning.

Since last sum m ers newsletter, there 
has been a report (on the website) on 
the “Valuation" w orkshop held in the 
Azores in August. At this w orkshop, 
participants:

•  Clarified the goods and services 
provided by m arine ecosystems, 
and their definitions;

•  A greed u p o n  a n u m b er of 
valuation m ethods for these goods 
and services;

•  Applied these valuation m ethods to 
a case s tu d y  (The A tlantic 
Frontier);

•  Chose and validated a m ethod for 
the  valuation of biodiversity (for 
one case study) w hich should  now 
be applied to a variety of case 
studies;

•  C o n tin u ed  ed u ca tio n  an d  n e t
w orking of Them e 3.

Participants also prepared a responsive 
m ode p ro jec t (RMP) p ro posa l to 
encom pass the  research objectives of 
Them e 3. The science objectives of this 
proposal have been approved, b u t the 
im plem entation  of the project is still 
un d er discussion w ith in  the  steering 
and executive comm ittees. To achieve 
the  p ro jec t’s aim s, we w ill require  
in te rac tio n  be tw een  researchers in 
Them es 1, 2 and 3 to integrate natural 
science and socio-econom ic research. 
We will also require close cooperation 
w ith natural scientists (Themes 1 and 
2) to derive ecological data to underp in  
quantification of goods and services in 
different case-study areas. Them e 3 
participants w ould  like to encourage 
other MarBEF m em bers to participate 
an d  co llaborate  in th is  novel and  
exciting area of biodiversity research.

Them e 3 w ould  also encourage all 
m em bers of MarBEF to come to the 
“Integrating Disciplines" w orkshop at

the University of Southern  Denm ark, 
Esbjerg, on 17-18 May 2005. This 
w orkshop aims to bring  together all 
user groups to ensure th a t a com m on 
aim  for the  N etw ork of Excellence is 
understood.

MARBEF Them e 3 is initiating new 
com m unication links betw een those 
w orking on the m arine environm ent 
and  w o u ld  like p a rtic ip a tio n  from  
n a tu ra l scientists, socio-econom ists 
and  all u se r g roups, inc lu d in g  
en v ironm en ta l m anagers. We are 
already build ing upo n  existing links, 
enabling these groups to  identify and 
discuss areas of com m on interest and 
gaps in knowledge. Such dialogue may 
drastically alter the  m anner or level of 
data collection  in  fu tu re  research  
for the purposes of cross-disciplinary 
com parability

There is great discrepancy betw een 
ecological, social an d  econom ic 
disciplines w ith regard to term inology 
and  th e  m ethodo log ies used  in 
collection  an d  analysis o f data. A 
prim ary objective of this forthcom ing 
w orkshop is to educate those from 
other disciplines and to exchange the 
experience o f those  th a t have 
a ttem p ted  to cross these  in te r
disciplinary boundaries. This will also 
be an opportun ity  to identify areas that 
are of particular interest, to agree on 
the gaps that need to be filled and to 
generate longer-term  research plans 
and co-program m e effort. •
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By Olive Heffernan

A DIVERSE G R O U P  OF SPE C IA L IST S  
attended a MarBEF workshop in Crete in mid- 
D ecem b er  to d isc u ss  the role of information and  
com m unications in the m anagem ent of marine 
sy s te m s  in Europe. The Theme 3 "Information" 
workshop, organised by Christos Arvanitidis of  
the Institute of Marine Biology of Crete (IMBC), 
took place at HCMR, Heraklion, Crete, on 14th  
and 15th December. There were twenty-three  
participants with varied expertise, am ong them  
marine sc ie n t is t s ,  environmental m anagers,  
historians, archaeologists, philosophers, s o c io 
eco n o m ists  and data managers.

An im portan t goal of the MarBEF netw ork is to provide inpu t 
to the developing EU M arine Strategy, w hich aims to establish 
a com m on approach for prom oting  the sustainable use of 
m arine resources and the  conservation of m arine ecosystem s in 
E urope. A chieving th is a im  w ill requ ire  in teg rating  
m anagem ent w ith  advances in  our understand ing  of the 
re la tionsh ip  betw een  m arine biodiversity  and  ecosystem  
functioning. MarBEF in tends to un ite  m anagem ent w ith 
m arine science by developing m anagem ent tools such as 
decision  su p p o rt system s and  scenario  analyses, as 
well as com m unication tools to aid inform ation exchange 
betw een natural scientists, m arine environm ental m anagers 
and  o ther stakeholders. The Crete w orkshop initiated the 
dialogue on these goals by addressing the inform ation, data, 
com m unications, and  decision-m aking tools requ ired  to 
ensure the sustainable utilisation of m arine goods and services.
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