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Abstract: The complicated history of the prelinnean 
vernacular name Bordestrap is followed in an attempt to 
trace the type material of Delphinula trigonostoma 
Lamarck, 1822. The syntype figured by Favanne could 
not be traced; shell MHNG 1095/34 is to all evidence a 
second syntype; it was in the collections of general Paris 
and of prof. Richard before it entered the Dclessert 
collection. None of the few shells present in 18th century 
Dutch collections could be traced. 

Introduction: In the second half of the 18th century and 
till early in the 191

h century, a then very rare shell was 
refened to under the vernacular name Bordestrap in 
international literature. This Dutch word refers to the 
architectural structure of a symmetrical double flight of 
stairs (trap in Dutch) leading from street level to a 
higher-level platform (hordes in Dutch) at the main 
entrance door of a mansion (Fig. 1 ). The shell indeed 
has a similar profile outline. The name was conupted 
into Bordstraps (Lamarck, 1804: 1 09), bordstrape 
(Lamarck, 1822: 231; Deshayes 1839: 533), bards­
frappe (Sowerby, 1832) by non-Dutch authors. 

In German words like Vortreppe, Treppengelander, 
Schif.fstreppe etc. have been used for this or vaguely 
similar species. The use of the name was expanded to 
basterd hordes trap (Murex doliarium; see van 
Doeveren 1778: 122), Bastartvortreppe (Murex 
cutaceus L.) etc. Yet, these names quite often seem to 
have been used for other, more or less unrelated species. 

Fig. 1. Example of a Bordestrap in architecture 
in Haasdonk, Belgium. 

Although it is only a vernacular name mostly published 
in rejected publications, the name Bordestrap or its 
cormpt forms are not without importance. Lamarck 
(1804: l 09) mentioned "le bordstraps des Hollandais" , 
and later ( 1822: 231) wrote: "J 'ai donne le nom de 
delphinula trigonostoma a la coquille rarissime, vulg. 
appelee le bordstrape [Favane, Conch. pl. 79 fig. CC], 
coquille quej'ai vue, mais queje ne possede pas". 

The original description by Lamarck does not agree 
with the conditions for a holotype (ICZN 73.1 ). Instead, 
there can be two syntypes for this species: the shell 
figured by Favanne (1780, pi. LXXIX figs . C) and the 
one seen by Lamarck ( 1822: 23 1) at an unspecified time 
and place (ICZN 72.4.1.1), if it is not the same as the 
Favanne shell. Hence, the mention of a type of D. 
trigonostoma in Geneve museum (Mermod & Binder, 
1963: 170; Verhecken, 1986 60; Petit & Harasewych, 
1987: 79; Hemmen 2007: 276) may need re­
examination. The shell seen by Lamarck (a single shell, 
according to hi s text) may be of importance to define 
the species in case the other syntype, the shell figured 
by Favanne, cannot be traced; or to define the genus 




























