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A detailed and exhaustive review of the compiled national 
legislative Instruments in force on Maw of the sea matters, from 
among a total of 130 States, allowed the•detection of 78 States 
which, in a greater or lesser degree, have adopted some type of 
legal provisions or regulations referring, in general or specifically, 
to scientific rasa arch activities within their marine zones of 
national jurisdiction. '

As a methodological tool, a Table was prepared in order to 
classify those countries which have some kind of legal provisions 
in the field, including the title of the legislative Instrument in 
question and its date of publication. Those instruments were classified 
in accordance to the concrete marine zone of national jurisdiction 
where the respective provisions apply, and printing an asterik next 
to those who make reference to activities by foreigners and two 
asterlks next to those who do not.

Among the 78 States thus classified it was found that:

1. In the Territorial Sea, 12 States regulate specifically 
marine scientific research activities. Of those 12 States, 8 regulate 
activities undertaken by foreigners and 3 do not make any reference
to th-am at ali.

2. In the Exclusive Economic Zone, 47 States regulate or have 
claimed their jurisdiction over marine scientific research. Only
4. of them make a specific reference to activities undertaken by 
foreigners.

3. In the Continental Shelf, 33 States regulate or have claimed 
their jurisdiction over marine scientific research, of which only •
6 make reference to activities undertaken by foreigners.

4. A general section in the Table Includes those States which 
exercise their jurisdiction over marine scientific research activities 
indistinctly, in their different marine zones of national jurisdiction, 
that is to say, which have claimed such jurisdiction in general over 
marine scientific research, but without defining specifically the zone 
of application of that jurisdiction. Only 4 of the 6 States thus 
classified, referred to activities by foreigners.

5. It was possible to detect 23 States which have legislative 
instruments regulating fishing with scientific research purposes, 
only 9 of which refer- to those undertaken by foreigners.

6. Among the 9 States which have an exclusive fishing zone,
5 of them regulate the scientific research undertaken by foreigners 
in that zone.
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As it can be.appreciated, the classification by itself yields 
a general panorama as to which is, at the moment, the pattern of 
practice by States in the matter. Above ali, the classification 
facilitates a schematic appreciation of that State Practice, which 
shows that the amount of national legislation to regulate foreign 
marine scientific research, is quite pure indeed. Even the number 
of States who have legislated on marine scientific research in 
general is definitely modest.

The results of this preliminary analysis give a clear indication 
as to the enormous dimension of the legislative task still facing 
coastal States, if they ape to derive from the Convention ali the 
benefits they can obtain from their provisions. Those provisions, 
being too general in nature, are undoubtedly not enough for their 
full and adequate implementation and, therefore, the adoption of 
domestic legislation is clearly required. .
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april 1948, asaro- 
m

ended-vp to 1974.
• 

• 
.

37. Ivory C
oast 

T
.S. 12

E.E.Z. 200
C. Sh. 200

'
*•

Law No. 77 926 
of 17 novem

ber 197 
A

rt. 6 
.

• 
,

f

38. Japón
T

.S. 12
Fish 200

«

Law N
o. 31 of 

2 
m

ay 
1977 en 

1
p rev is Iona Itam

a- H 
sures 

relating 
•“ 

to the fishering 
■ 

zone as am
ended 

in 1977 A
rt . 9

39. Konya
T

.S. 12
E.E.Z. 200 
C-Sh-200  su Exp.

'

**
P

residential Pro
clam

ation of 2S . 
february 1979- 
(Schedule) Sec. 1 
(c) 

(11)

*•
The fish industry 
A

ct. of 3 m
ay, 1968 

Sec. 3 (a) and (b)

40. Kingdom
 of 

M
orocco

T
.S. 12

C
.Z. 24

E.E.Z. 200

*

«

i
D

eere to No. 1-81 
■ 

179 del 8 de 
abril de 1981
A

rt. 4 y 5
•
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tific research
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xx 
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tific

 research
 

by fo
reig

n
ers. 

'

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
TERRITO

RIA
L

SEA 
,

M
ARTIS INTERNAL 

WATERS
EXCLUSIVE BOONO- 
MXC ZO

E
. «

oonthcnial
SHELF

. 
. 

.i.
IN

GBNERAL 
.

FISH
ER

IES
RESEARCH

. 
4

EX
CLU

SIV
E 

j
FISH

ER
IES ZONE !

41. Low C
ountry

T
.S. 

(3)
Fish 200
C. Sh. 200 M

. 
Exp. 

•

■ 
’■

Loi du 23 sept.
1965 en m

ateria de 
exploraclón en la 
Pia. C

ont.
’ 

i 
'

‘ 
42.M

auritania 
!

. 
T

.S. 70
E.E.Z. 200
C. Sh. 200

**
Law No. 78.043 of 
28 febcuary 1978, 
A

rt. 184 y 185.

' 
, 

' **'
Law No. 78,043 of 
28 feb. 1978 A

rt. 
189.

•
' 

*

1 
43. M

auritius 
!

. 
T

.S. 12
E.E.Z. 200
C. Sh. 200

•

u
M

aritim
e Zones 

A
ct. No. 13 of 3 

June 1977 Sec. 6
9 and 15.

•*
M

aritim
e Zones A

ct. 
No. 13 of 3 june 
1977 Sec. 7 (1) 
and (2) Sec. 9 and 
15.

' 
1

1 
HK

44. M
oroooo

T
.S. 12

C
.Sh. 24 

: 
E.E.Z. 200

.*jir 
•

1ij

‘ 
**

A
ct. No. 1-81 of 

18 decem
ber 1980

8 april 1981.
A

rt. 2

■-

•
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C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
TERRITO

RIA
L

SEA
M

RXNE INTERNAL 
HATERS 

^
EXCLUSIVE ECONO- 

< CONTINENTAL
M

IC ZONE
SHETl?

IN
GBNERAL

FISH
ER

IES
RESEARCH

45. M
exico 

T
.S. 12 

E.E.Z. 200 
C

.Sh. 200m. EXp.

Proyecto de Ley 
Federal del M

eut.
Proyecto de Ley 
Federal del M

ar.
Ley Reg I ameri tar ia 
del pârrafo 8°del 
A

rt. 27 C
onstitu 

clonal relativo 
a la ZiE.E.’ 13 

!
de feb. 1976, A

rt.
«■ 

' 
.

Proyecto de Ley Fe 
derail del M

ar.

Ley Q
rgénica de 

la Arm
ada de M

é
xico 12 de enero 
de 1972 A

rt. 2 
(IX)

Ley O
rgânica de 

A
ckninsitractön 

PC
blica Federal 

D
.O

. 29 de dioie} 
bre de .1976.
A

rt. 30. (X
II)

Ley Federal para el 
Fcm

ento de la Pesca 
25 m

ayo de 1972 
A

rt. 1, 9,15,21,30 
y 78.

**
Reform

as y ad telones 
a la Ley O

rgani ca dt 
la A

àninistraciôn 
PO

blica Federal 
D

.O
. 29 de die. de 

1982 A
rt..43 (VI)

EX
CLUSIV

E 
FISH

ER
IES 

ZONE

S
A

cuerdo por el 
que se prea la 
Ccm

isiSn Inter se 
cretaria! de In- 
vestigación O

oea 
nogrâfica 
D.O. 22 de febre- 
ro de 1978.

**
Reglam

ento Inte
rio

r de la S.E.P 
A

rt. 14.
*

Reglam
ento Inte- 

rios de la S.R.E. 
26 de nerv. de 
1982 A

rt. 5(vnc)

12 enero de 1984 
A

rt. 14 
(X

I).
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C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
TERRITO

RIA
L

SEA 
,

MYRINE INTERNAL 
WATERS

EXCLUSIVE BOONO- 
M

IC ZONE
CONTINENTAL
SHELF 

!
. 

.,.»
IN

GBNERAL 
!

FISH
ER

IES ‘ 
RESEARCH

»
EX

CLUSIV
E 

FISH
ER

IES 
ZONE

C
ont. M

exico 
'

,

i1i

•

•

•

• 
'

R
eguisitos aptica 

bles a Ios Prcyeç 
tos de lnw

estlgaT 
ción cientlflca 
m

arina.

D
ecreto que créa 

el O
rganisae D

es
centra lizado de 
Interés ptiblioo 
I.M

.P., D
.O

. 26 
agosto 1965.

Ley que.créa el 
OGNACÏT, D

.O
. 27 

dicientee 1974 
(fracc. X

,X
I,X

II,
xrv,xv,xm

i y
XIX) .

D
ecreto que esta- 

bleoe lae cuotas 
de Ios derechos 
por Ios servidee 
portuarios y m

arS 
tim

os que presta 
la Secretarta 

.M
arina, D

.O
. 13 

agosto 1976.
A

rt. 14

A
cuerdo por el gi 

se m
odjfica el 

A
rt. l°del divers

C
ont. •

BO
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xx 
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 research 
by fo

reig
n
ers. 

•

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
TERRITO

RIA
L

SEA 
.

MARINE INTERNAL 
WATERS 

: ,
EXCLUSIVE ECONO
M

IC ZONE 
’, •

CONTTNENIAL
SHELF 

'
. 

. 
. 

. .A■
IN

 
'

GBNERAL 
.

FISH
ER

IES
RESEARCH

4

EXCLUSIVE 
FISH

ER
IES 

ZONE ;

C
ont. M

éxico 
'

1

'

-

que créa la Com
i- 

sión Intersecre—
 

fariai de Investi 
gación O

ceanogrSr 
flea, D

.O
. 18 

m
ayo 1979.

Reglam
ento Inte

rior del D
epto. 

Pesca, D
.O

. 9 
agosto 1979 (A

rt. 
25, fraoc, V

II, 
IX

, X, X
III y 

X
IV

).

Convenio de (foor
di naca 6n gue oele 
bran las Secreta 
T

ias de EducaciZn 
PG

blica, de trabs 
y Prev. Social de 
C

om
m

ie. y liransp 
y D

epto. de R
eses 

D
.O

. 16-nov-1979.

A
cuerdo por el go 

se destina a la 
Sec. de M

arina
Ios Bazoos O

njuku 
y A

lejandro de 
H

knùoldt, dedica- 
dos..a la Investi
gatrix C

ientlfica 
Pesaucra, D

.O
.

18 ae diciem
bre 

de 1979. 
.

IOk
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C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
TERRITO

RIA
L

SEA 
,

M
ARDE INTERNAL 

VOTERS 
,

EXCLUSIVE B0GN0- 
M

IC ZONE
. 1 —

:----------------
OONnNENEAL
SHELF 

-
. .j.

IN «
GENERAL

FISH
ER

IES 
RESEARCH 

.
. 

4

EXCLUSIVE 
FISH

ER
IES 

ZONE ?

46. M
ozam

bique 
T

.S. 12
E.E.Z. 200

*• !
D

ecree Law N
o. 

■ 
3i/76 of 19 august 
1976, A

rt. 2
' 

- 
•

47. N
auru 

'
T

.S. 12
Fish 200 

!
•

**
M

arine resources 
A

ct. 1978 of 15 
Sep. 1978 Sec. 13

48. N
igeria

T
.S. 30

E.E.Z. 200.
C

.Sh. 200 s. ESq
.

•*
D

ecreto No. 28 
del 2 de oct. de 

‘ 1978 3(1)^
• 

1 <

49. N
iue

T
.S. 12 

• 
E.E.Z. 200

• 
*

T
erritorial Sea 

and E.E.Z. /let. 19 
A

pt. No. 3 
of 30 

m
arch 1978, Sec. 2 781

•

! 
‘ 

jJ 
•

,

*
•
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C O
U N T R Y

TERRITO
RIA

L
SEA

MARINE INTERNAL 
MATERS

EXCLUSIVE EOCNO- 
OOOTINENXAL

M
IC ZONE 

SHELF
. <

I
IN

GBNERAL
FISH

ER
IES

RESEARCH

•*
**

EXCLUSIVE 
FISH

ER
IES 

ZONE

50. Norway 
T

.S. 4 
E.E.Z. 200 
C

.Sh. 200». 
Exp.

A
ct. of 17 dec: ; 

1976 relating to 
the E.Z. of nor 1 
way aut 7 (6) 

'

Royal D
ecree of 9 

april 1965,
*

Royal D
ecree of 31 

of January 1969. .**
Royal D

ecree of 12 
June 1970,

M
arine  Fisheries 

A
ct. of 17 june 

195S A
rt. 2 

Excepts of A
ct of 

17 june 1955 rela
ting to sea-w

ater 
fisheries A

rt. 2

Royal D
ecree of 8t i 

D
ecem

ber 1972.

A
ct. N

o. 12 of 21s 
june 1963 relating 
to exploration for 
and explotatlcn of 
Subm

arine N
atural 

R
esources.

**
*

51* 
N

ueva 
Zelandia 
T

.S. 12 
E.E.Z. 200 
C. Sh. 200

T
erritorial Sea 

and E.E.Z. A
ct 197: 

26 Sep. 1977 
A

rt. 8(a)

T
erritorial Sea and 

E.E.Z. A
ct 1977 

A
rt. 23

II

I
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xXX
R
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ie

n
tific

 research
 by fo

reig
n
ers.

D
oes not sp

ecifically
 refer to

 sc
ie

n
tific

 research 
by fo

reig
n

ers- 
-

1 '
C

O
U

N
T

R
Y

TERRITO
RIA

L
SEA 

-,
M

ARINE O
nH

R
M

i 
HATERS 

' 
,

EXCLUSIVE EOOND-
M

IC ZONE 
i. *

OONTTNENTM.
SHELF 

!
. 

1.
IN 

-
GBNERAL

FISH
ER

IES
RESEARCH

*

—
EXCLUSIVE 
FISH

ER
IES ZONE

52. Oman 
■

T
.S. 12

E.E.Z. 200

**
Royal D

ecree of
IO february 1981 
A

rt. 6

**
Royal D

ecree of
IO february 1981 
A

rt. 4
• 

:

53. Pakistan
T

.S. 12
C

.Z. 24
E.E.Z. 200
C. Sh. 200

•
T

erritorial wa
ters ónd m

aritim
e 

Zones A
ct 1976

22 die. 1976 See. 
6 (2). a y c y C3J

T
erritorial w

ater 
and 

m
aritim

e zone 
A

ct 1976 22 die. 
1976 Sec. 5(2J. d>J.
y O

).

•

e

54. Peru
C. Sh. 200 
other 200

**
D

ecreto ley N
o. 

18.209 del 7 
de abrll dé 1970. 
Institute del
M

ar de Peru.

1i

55. Phillipplnes 
E.E.Z. 200
C. Sh. 

Exp.

**
P

residential De
cree N

o. 1599
Sec. 2 y 3

ft*
P

residential D
ecree 

N
o. 704 16 m

ay 1975 
Sec. 9 y 17 Am

ended 
by P

residential 
D

ecree N
o. 1015

56. Poland
T

.S. 12.
C

.Sii. 200 m^ EXp.
• 

•*

**
The Law of Sea 
fisherlng of 21 m

ay 
1963,  A

rt. 6 (1) 
y A

rt. 32
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W
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IC zo
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RESEARCH

EX
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SIV
E 

,
FISH

ER
IES 

ZONE ,

57. Portugal 
T

.S. 12 
E

.E
.Z

. 200 
C

. Sh. 200 m 
Exp.

A
ct. N

o. 33/77 oE 
28 m

ay 1977 
A

rt. 
(b)

58. Q
atar 

T
.S. 3

D
eclaration by the 

M
inistry of Foreig i 

A
ffairs of the Sta :e 

of Q
atar 2/V

I/1970 
P

art III

59. R
epublic 

of K
orea 

T
.S. 12

T
erritorial Sea 

Law N
o. 3037 of 31 

dec. 1977.A
rt. 5 

Sec. 2 U
l)

IOI

60. 
Sao Tom

e 
and P

rin
cip

e 
T

.S
. 

12 
E

.E
.Z

. 
200

D
ecree Law

 N
o.'

19 
1978 o

f 
jun« 

13, 
1978 A

rt. 4 , 
S

ec. 
4 

(b)

i
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C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
TERRITO

RIA
L

SEA 
.

M
ARINE INTERNAL 

W
ATERS 

,
EXCLUSIVE ECONO
M

IC ZONE
. 1

CONTINENTAL
SHELF 

!
. 

. .J.
IN

GENERAL 
!

FISH
ER

IES
RESEARCH

. 
4

EX
CLU

SIV
E 

•
FISH

ER
IES 

ZONE

61. Senegal 
! 

T
.S. 150

Fish 200 
.

C
.Sh. 200 m

Exp. 
'

; 
t

Loi N
o. 76 -89 

du 2/V
II /1976 

portant (5 de la 
pèche m

aritim
e-.. 

A
rt. 15

62. Seychelles 
T

.S. 12 
: 

E
.Z

. 200
C. Sh. 200

i

' "
M

aritim
e Zones

A
ct. N

o. 15 of 23 
M

ay 1977 A
rt. 9 

A
rt. 15 

:

-------------- 
*1“

M
aritim

e Zones A
ct. 

N
o. 15 of 23 m

ay 
1972 A

rt. 7 
(c) y

15
. 

* \ 
. .

63. Spain
T

.S. 12
E

.E
.Z

. 200
C

.Sh. 200 m
. 

Exp.

*
R

eal D
ecreto 799/ 

1981, del 27 de fe 
brero A

rt. 6, 7,8 
y 9.

•
' 

**
A

ct. N
o. 15/1978 

of the Econom
ic 

Zone, of 20 Feb. 
1978 A

rt. 2 
'

f 
* 

R
eal D

ecreto 799 
1981, del 27 de 
fehrero A

rts.' IO
, 

UL, 12 y 13

*
R

eal D
ecreto 799/ 

1981, del 27 de fe- 
brero A

rts. IO
, 11 

12 y 13

. 
1 **’

D
ecreto 2829/1966 

de 27 de octobre 
por el que se re
gula la__

*
C

ircular 30 octub 
97Q

.
- 

**
O

rden del 20 de 
junio de 1972
A

rt. 33

e

• 
1 

. 
i

64. Surinam
 

T
.S. 12

E
.E

.Z
. 200

Law ooncem
y the 

extension of the 
T

.S. and the esta
blishm

ent of a 
oontigous econom

ic 
zone april 14, 197 
A

rt. 4 Sec. 2(c)

P•

)
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EXCLUSIVE ECONO
M

IC zone 
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OONTINENEAL
SHELF 
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. 
1.

IN
 

^
GBNERAL

FISH
ER

IES
RESEARCH

•> 
,*4 '

EX
CLU

SIV
E 

, FISH
ER

IES 
ZONE

65. Sw
eden

T
.S. 12 

.
C

. Sh. 200 ft. Exp.

' 
*•'

A
ct. N

o. 314 of 3 
June 1966.

»*
R

egulations N
o. 315 

relating to
 A

ct.
314

1 
. 

■

• 
ft*

O
rdinance of the 

N
ational B

oard of 
fisheries C

ap. X
I 

Sec. 1

•

66. Tbgo
T

.S. 30
E

.E
.Z

. 200

•

**'
O

rdinance N
o. 24 

delim
iting .the te

rrito
rial w

aters 
and creating a pro 
tected econom

ic 
iraritine zone of
16 august 1922. 
A

rt. 3

67: Tuvalu

•

•
•

F
isheries 

ordinnn 
ce 1978, m

ay 
1978, 

P
srt V

, Sec. 19

68. 
U

ruguay
T

.S. 200
Fish 200
C

.Sh. 200nv/Exp.

1»
•

*
Ley de Pesca de 
U

ruguay
N

o. 13.833 del 29 
de diciem

bre de 
1969. A

ct. 6

•
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