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Fifteen out of 82 species form the main bulk of the Lebanese copepoct 
fauna. These are the most abundant and are considered as neritic and 
epirplanktonic forms belonging to the Mediterranean and Atlantic fauna. They 
include Paracalanus parvus, P. crassirostris, Acartia longiremis, A. discaudata, 
Temora stylifera, Centropages kroyeri, Clausocalanus arcuicornis, C. furcatus, 
Oithona nana, 0. plumifera, Euterpina acutifrons, Corycaeus flaccus, Lucicutia 
flavicornis, Calanopis elliptica and Candacia spp. It should be emphasized 
that this is based on occurrences at the surface and to a depth of 50 m. 
A more precise picture of the occurrence, distribution and abundance must 
include more extensive sampling from various depths, different areas and 
seasons. 

SUMMARY 

The neritic copepod fauna of the Lebanese coastal waters has been 
described from both vertical and horizontal subsurface hauls at different 
stations for three consecutive years (November 1969 to December 1972). The 
seasonal variation has been outlined in relation to hy'Clrographic conditions. 
A total of 82 species belonging to 39 genera have been recorded, most of them 
are neritic, temperate and subtropical forms. The greater bulk of the copepod 
population comprised 15 common species. Several species reported as Atlantic 
and bathypelagic were found in lower numbers. The copepods have been 
divided into four gro'ups based on the seasonal variations in abundance. Six 
out of 82 species are recorded only in the Eastern Mediterranean, 4 are new 
records for the Mediterranean. The 6 species have an Indo-Pacific origin and 
have migrated through the Suez Canal. Some other species, reported as 
Atlantic have been recorded in this area and their role as hydrologic indicators 
of the current flowing into the Mediterranean reaching the Levant waters is 
suggested. 
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