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REGIONAL SEAS PROGRAMME OF LNEP

The 1972 United hations Confersnze on tha Human Zaviromment (Stocknolm)
autlined o '"masterplan" far the prctection of the werld's envircrment which 1inked
enviranmental assesement, environmertal msnagement and cupporting measures ae basic
and inscparabic elements of a global strotegy.

In the decade since the Stockhalm Coanferenec, fthe LUnited XNatipns Envirorment
Programme (UNEP)} tes aerved aa e focel point For esvirormental action and

co-ordination within the United Netions syatem for the implementation of the Action

Plan adopted at Stockholm.

The early meetings of the UNEP Governing Council endorsed a regional approach
to the control of marine pollution and the mansganeni of maring and coastsl
resaources. Consequently, in 1974 Lhe Reglonul Sess 2rogramme of UNEP wus  initiasted
(UNEP, 1982).

The substantive aspect of anv regicnal programme is outlined 1n an "action
plan' which Is fermally adopted by an intercoverrmental meetimg of the Gaverrments
of a particular region before the programme enters en operationsl gphese. In the
preparatory phese lesding to the adoption of the getion plen, Govermments are
consulted through & series of meetings and missions about the scope and substence of
an ection plan syitebls for their region. In eddition, with the co-operetion of
appropriate globsl and regicnal orgenizationa, reviews or the specific environmental
problems of the region are prepesred in corder to assist the Governments in
{dentifying the most urgent problems in the region and the corresponding priarities
to be assigned to the varisus ectivities oputlined in the setion plen. LWEP
co-ordinates directly, or in asome regions {ndirectly through existing regional

.- orgenizations, the preperations leading to the adoption of the action plan.

All action plans are structured in A similer wey, although the specifin
activities for any Teginn are deperdrent upnan The needa and priorities nof thet
ragion. An action plen ususlly includes tha following components:

.

(8) Environmental asssesment. This concerns assessing and evalusting the causes of

envirgnmental problems as well es th2ir magnitude end impact on ‘the region.
Emphasis is given to swch activities as: beseline studies; research and
monitoring of the sources, levels and effects of marine pollutants: aco-system
studies; studies of coestel end marine ectivities and sccial and economic
factore that may influsnse, o may be Influ@ncsd by, ehvivonmental degradatien;
and the survey of national envirommentel lecgislstion. Environmenta) sscessment
is underisken to asslat nationsl policy makera to improve the management af
their natural resources in a mare cffectivo srd susiaineble manner and to
pravidc information on the effectiveness of legal/adminisirative measures taken
to improve the quality of the environment.

{b) Envirormental management., Each regional programme includes a wide range of
activikies in the field of environmental management. Exeuples of such
activities are: co-operative regionel projects on training in environmental
impact assessment; management of “copastel lagoona, estuaries and mangrove
eccsystems; control of  industrial. agriculfurel amd domestic wastes;
formulation of conzincency plans for dealing wlich pollulion emergencies.
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{e) Environmentsl legislation., An wibrelle regional convention, elaboratec by
specific  technical protocols, most oflen fprovides the legal framework for
co-pperetive regionel and nationel actions. Yhe legel' commitment  of
Lovernments colearly expresses their polizical will]l te manage individsial ly and
Jointly their common envirrrmental problems.

{(d) Institutionel arrengemente. Yhen ecopting an sction plan, OCoverrments sqree
upen  ar: organization 4n  sart  as the pemanent ar interim secretariat of the
action plan. Goveriwmerts also wre expected te deecide usen the peciodicity of
intergovernmental meetIngs which ere to be zesponsible for reviewing the
progress of the sqreed workplan and for approving new ectivities aend the
necessery budgetery support.

(e} Fimanciol arrangements. UNEP, together with selected United kations and other
agrganizations, provides “seed money' or catalytic financing in the early steges
of regiongl progrewmes. -However, £5 a programme develops, it is expscted that
the Governments of the region will orogreesively assume full financiel
responsibility, Govermment fipancing is usuwally channelled through special
regionel trust funds tec which Covermments make annual contributions.  These
funds ere administered by the orgenizetion responsible for the sceretarist
functiors oF the sction plan. In addition, G&Governments contribute by
supporting their nationel institutions perticipeting in the progremme or by
financing specific project activities.

At present, in accordance with the cecisions ¢f the Governing Cowicil, there
are eleven regioneal ses areas where action plens are aperetive, under agevelopment ar
ta be deveioped (see figures 1 aend 2): the Medilerrenean Tegion (edopted in 1975);
the Kuwait Action Plun region {edopbed in 19733 (UNEP, 1983); Lhiz Wesl and Central

African region f{adupted in 1981) (UNEP, 1983 a&);  the Wider faribbesn regjun

{edopted in )981) (UNEP, 1983 b); tne East Asisn Sees region (adopted in 1981} {UNEP
19E3 c); the South Eest Pacific region (adeopted in 1981) (SPPS/UNEP, 1983%; the PRed
See and Gulf of Aden region (edopted in 1%82): the South Pacific reqicr {(edoptec in
1982} (5PC/SPCC/ESCAP/UNER, 198333 the Esstern Afriecsn region {under development,
gdontion expected ir 1985%; the South Asien Sees region | te be developed, sdoption
expected In 1986), and the South-West Atlantic cegion {to be developed).

As part of the action plans mentioned above, regiongl conventions far the
protection and menagement o7 the marine end coestal envirorment heve heen adapted in
six regions (¥editerraneen region, convertion signed in 197€¢, entered intp force in
1978 (UNEP, 1982 a}; Kuwait Action ”lan region, convention signed in 1578, entered
into force in 1960 {UNEP, 1983 di; west and Central African regior, convention
sighed in (981, enzered into force in 1984 (UNHIY, 1981)3 the Sputh-East Pacific
region, cnnvention signed din 1981 (IMFP, }334); Red Sea and {1t ot Aden region,
convention signed in 1982 (UNEP, 19R3 e); Wider Cerihbean reqian, ronvention siqgned
in 1985 (UKEP, 1983 f)), Ienotistionsa rconcearning the adoption of & rvenional
conventiuen ere ,at ern odvenced stege for the Southy Pacific region and far the
Eastern Africen region. In all regions. the conventions that heve been edopted may
be described ss "unbrella agreements". Tach 2anvention is designed to be elaberated
by specific technical protocols.

It is essentiel to beer in mind that all zonpcrents of z regional prograwme are
interdependent. Aseesenent gctivities idertify the problams that necd poiority
atiention ir the regicn. Legal agreemesnts are negotiated te ctremgthen co-operation
omorg Skates in meneying the idertificd preblems. They also  provide &n importert
tecel for notioral policy-mekers Lo impl eeent netiaonal candrol setivitics. Managementi
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development of naw ones, are one of the means by which Siestes fulfill thair treasty
obligations. Ca-ordinated assessment activities thon cariinue to sesist Governments
by providing scizsntifie informetion by which to jufge whether the _egal agrecmerts
and management policies are effactiva.

The key to the siccess ef any -eqionel sess ection plan is the politicel
acreement of the fovermments concerned erd toe execution of the prearamme orimarily
by naticnal end other eppropriete instltutions frem the cegion in ¢lose co-operation
with the rclevent comporents of the United Nations system, reglonel arganizatians
and other eppropriate orgenizations. The successfLl implementation of apy regional
gcea ackion plan alsc depends to a considerabls decree on sound bprepzretisns which
take into e&ccount the specific socic-ecnrmomic ard political sitdalion in a aiven
region, the priorities in envirommental protection as defined by Lhe Governments af
the region, the recocnized capebilitics ard nesds of the nationsl lnslilkutions which
are perticipeting in the action plan, and tie rzauits of past and ongeing
activitiss.

Consultations with khe& Guyetements cocncerned, the United Nekiaons system  amd
other approprisle crganizations are esseptial for ‘he preperatory phase of a
regional prugramme. 4s e result of swch consultetions the general stretegy of
develuping 8 regiongl Jrogremme  should be clarified, priority programme elements
ghould Le proposed, end the timing of, and responsibility for, subatantive actions
during the preparatory phase should be cetermined.

The prccedures and metivities that may be followed in ceveloping en ackion plan
are instrumental in defermining the Governmerts' ard experts’ 1nng-term commitment
to the implementation of the plen's activities and whether ar not the action plan
correspords to the reel priorities and needs of the region. Without a strong

governmental commitment and a reaiistip progremme, efforts to promote regional”
© environmental co-operstion will be short lived. Consequently, tha -praocess leeding

to the adoption of an action plan is crucial.

In this presentetion the Eastern Africen region (see figure 3) will be used t{o
demonstrate the steps wnich have been followed in developing that reginnal
progremme.  The Eastern Africen region sheuld be of psrticuler interest to thia
meeting as since from the very bsginning Governments heve eesigned the highest
priority to conservetion concerns and conservation activities sre likely to figure
eminently when project development to implement the action plan is begun.

EXPERIENCE IN THE EASTERN AFRICAN REGION

Pollecy decision to imitiete the r=qicnel programme

The decision to develop a regionsl proyremme within the framework of UNEP's
fegional Seas Programue must be mede by the Governing Cauneil of UNEP. It is clear
that if UNEP's staff and finencial resources are to be devoted tc formulating a

progremme  thewm such sctivities myusi peve support at the nhigheat pollicy level cf the
oprganization.

A decision to initiate activities in a new region usuwally resuits from the
initiative of one or more States from the regian whirh are members of the UNEP
Governing Comeil. For the Eastern African region, 3 derision wes taken at the
eighth session of the Governing Council in 1981. The draft decision was originally
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Preparatory phase

As a first activity in Eestern Africa, in consultation with <he Goveroments
concernzd, er exploratory mission was orgenized by HNEP which in late 19A] visited
each State of the region. 1he missian wes expanted:

fa) to sssess esch Stete's interest in participating in a regional programme;

ib) to consult with Coverrments with a view to identifying sectivities that could
usefully be included es part of e comprehensive action plan; and

(e) to discuss with Governments the steps to be followed which maght succassfully
lepd to the early adoption of an action plan.

In order to involve the United Nations syetem and other orgenizations in the
early formuletion of the programme, UNEP invited seven organizations to agseist it in
organizing the mission. Specificelly, each orgsnization wes invited to nominate a
miasfion member in its field of competence as follows:

{a} coastal land use menagement - United Netions (UN) aend United Netlors
Educetional, Scicntific ano Cultuwral Crgenizetion {UNESTO);

{b} caonservetion of cosstal end merine rceources and ecosystems - International
Union for Conservetion of Nature and Netural Resowrces {JUCN);

{c} industrial pollution affecting human health and the marine coestel environment
- United Netions Industriel Dsveloprert Drganization (UNIDO);

(d) meripe poilutxon - Food and Agrlculture Organizetion of the United Nations

(Fan);
{e) pollution by hydrocarbons ~ Internutional Maritime Organization {IMO);
(fi public beallh problems in the coaslel zone - Yorld Heelth Grganizetion (WHD).
A UNEP alaff member assumed the responsibility of mission leacer.

In addition to cortributing to the overall chjectives of <tThe mission sas
mentioned eerlier, each mission member, in co-cperetion with his sponsering
orgsnization or organizetions, wes reouested to write & sectoral reoort on the basis
of the missjon's findings amd other availeble infonnation. Each szctorel report was
expected 0 give a preliminary assessment of a specific erwvironmental praoblem in the
region, to identify netional institutions and experta thet could perticipate in
implementing an actinn plan noce it ia adopted, and to recommend sctivities thst
could usually be developed within the framewsrk of the ection plan.

h the basis of the miselor's findings six sectoral reports were published
{8IN/GNESC O/ UNEP, 19823+ UKNJDOSUNE®, 19825  FAG/UNEP, 1982;  WHO/UNEP, 19B2;
IMO/UNEP, 19823 JUCKN/UNEP, 1962} tngether with an overview study prepered by UNEF
(UNEP, 1282 k). TYhe misgion corcluded thst all Governmments cf the ~egion expressed
palitical support el Lhe higheal level for the proposed regionsl programme. However,
neny Govarnments expressed their concesn with rzgard toa the Jjimited poseibilities
for fundine in the recion.

& taylew on the concral cherecliovislics of the merine environmznt of the Indizn

MNecar. and “+a ral bk ira cwver 21 er rmrmmm meael beay TIITHR L D L I L I B e I T Sen
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! Faving confirmad the polizical support for the programme ord having gatherec
Lechnicel information cn wnich to judge the existirg and potecntiel oroblems i4 the
regiun, UNEP thought it timely to corwene a workshop of experts from the regian.
The purooses of Uhe workshep were:

o . {8) to give experls Fruw. lhe regicn the opportunity toc comment wpon the sectoral
ard overview repurls wnd, if eopropriate, to present meterisl on issues of
regional corcern that might nut haeve been adeguately add-essed in the reporte:

{b) to formulate the first draft of an actiun plan which would identify priority
problems of reglomel cancern; ard

v

(c) to advise the Exenutive Dicectcr of UNEP on the further development of the
ackion pLan.

The workshop was convened in the Seychslles in September 1292, Full support
i was given to -he regiongl reports and & draft ection plen was prepared. The experls
also agreed upon @ priority progrenme of activities tn be developed within the
framework of the ection plan (UNEP, 1982 o).

trom tne workshop it becams clear thet the priority concerns of the reglon
inclured;

| (B) congservstion of marine and cosstel ecosystems and wild fauna &nd flora;

{b) support end treining for monitoring and resesarch related to the sources, levels
and effects of pollutants;

I (c) contingency planning in caees of maprine pollution amergencies;
' (d} ~fisheries related projects; |
(e} envirormental impact assessmsnt;

(f} environments]l education; and

; (@) coastal erosion.

The workshop recocmmended that negotiations be initlated on a  regional

. convention for the protection ard management of the marine and coastal enviranment

Sy of the Eestern Africem reglon, a orotocol concerning protected esreas snd wild fauna

: and Flora, and a protocol concerning co-operation in combating marine pallution in

1 , cases of emergency. .furthermore, the workshop agreed that the Ffammel edoption of

' the action plan should ewait preparation of the legal egreements so that they could

be adopted together. The meeting aiso callad upon UNEP to try to develop project

activities in conformiiv with ihe recommended priority programme as early as
possible {UNEP, 1982 c).

UNEP's exoerience has demonstrated that this decision to link sdoption of Lhe
reglonal convention wi=h adaption af the s¢=ion plan was a wise one. 3Such linkeqge
strengthens the two and promotes a continuing politicel commitmsnt at the highest
political levzl by the Governments concerned. UNEP aleo considers that a formal
legael agreement is fundamentael %o the lcong-term vizbility of any reqional programme

_far geversl reasons, including: '

(8) proviaion aof a framswork for harmonizing natioral legislation and cresting, 4a
necesgsarv. new leaislation relating to énvirormental oroblamai
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(b} provieion of a forum for regular (pericodic} high-level consultatiom among
parkticipating Governments gr implemeatetion of the rzgionel pragremse;

(¢} establiehment of guidelines for co-ordineting environmentsl programmes snd
institutions st the regional and subregional levels;

{d] promotion of esccession by more Goverpbments within the region to existing globel
and regionel cenventions relevent to the emviromenie: corcerns of the region;

{e) eatablishment of a finmsncial fremework for comtinuous co-ordinated action far
the protection of the coastel and marime environment of the region.

s . Since ths Seychelles workshop, in consulation with the CGovernments of the
region end recognizing the limited financisl resources aveiishle through WNEP, the
further devclcpment of the action plen hes been focused an. ectivities directly -
releted to prepsrations for the conference of plenipotentiaries, ard inh particuler,
on ectivitiea cantributing to the megotiations of the three legal suleements.  This
included the preparation of a series of country reporis Ly sxperis from the region
whick were commissioned by UNEP. Experience hus shown thet there is much to be
SO gained for both the progremme ard for peoplé in the region if nationgl expertise is

; sncouraged end used in the prepaeretion of reports, studies and projecta from the
earliest stage possible, Therefore, for each Stete participating in the programme,
three experts were requested lo prepare a report en:

(a) nstionul legisletion relevent to the marine and coestel enviromment;
() rnatural resources and conservetion;

{c) socio-ecomomic activities thet mey have an impact on the marine end cosstal
environment.

The preparetion cf the reports on nationsl iegisletion was organized in close
ecollaboration with FAO. In the framewnrk nf this collaboration an FAD staff member
anc & consultent visited the natinonal experts working on %he report, reviewed their
woTk, and suggested any revisions or additions that may be necessary. A7ter the
nationsl reportr were completed (FAO/UNEP 1984), FAC prepared e rzgional, snalyvticsl
report on the legal espects of protectirg end managing: the merine Aand  cosstal
epvironment nf ihe Eastern African vTegion (FAC/UNZP, :883). The purposs of the
report wese to support the negctiatfomns of the legal eqreements: by assisting
Gaovernments to essess the present status of nsticnel legislation in the rogion; by
identifying the gepe erd weaknesses of such legislation: by giving .exawples of
leqislation in s=some States which may serve es exemnles of the seris of national
legislative measures the convention vwould requirc; and by previding & basis from
which ta promote the hammonization cf netional emvirormenigl legieletion in the
region.

.
.
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The preparation of the nationel reports {IUCN/UNCP, 1988) on coneervetion was’
guperviged in @ pimilar way by IUCN, and IUCN elso prepared the correspending
reaional report {IUCNAUNEP, 1984 s). The co-operatian willh IUCN was more corplex
thoan the one with FAQ es it foresew more ectivities wod 3 broader scope of outputs.
Tre moin objective of the joint IUCK/UNEF activily wss to provide the technical
irformation require¢ for the negotistion of the praluzol on protected srees aend wild
feuna &nd flory &s well as for "setting lhe scene" in vhich %o develon specific
conservation project sctivitivs i the region as goon as the sciion plan is adopted.
The information end dela aveileble at IICX, in perticuelar through the Congervation

[ Lol -~ . - - - -



When negotisting the co-cperstion with IUCH on the development of activities
reievant to the Eastern African reqlursl prograeme, IUCN informed UNEP that it was
cerrying out discussions with the South Carolira Sew Grant Consortium for a
meeting/warkstops on conaervetion %o Ete held in Mauritius. It wes egreed that it
would be yseful to cambine the twn asctivities so tkat the Suulh Carnlina Ses  Crent
Consortium/IUCN meeting could be used to review the regional cunsurvalion report
prepared for UNEP. This was done mnd the meeting {¥auritius, October 1983) usefully
served to "elear” the report with <echrical experts {rom the region prior to
submitting it to Govermments &nd their legal experts, thus facilitating the way far
acceptanee aof its recommendations.

IIICN aimo aqreec to commert vpon the draft text of the protected areas protocol
prepared by UNEP ard ko prepare the dratt technical arnexes to the protocol. IUCN's
comments and techmical contribution served to strengthen considersbly the draft
protocol which wes submitted by LNEP to the Gavernments of the region.

The natlonal reports on the socio-ecornomic activities that may have sn  impact
on the marine and coastal emvirorment of the fastern Africen region have been
colleted and published by UNEP (UNEP, 1984 c} teogether with a regionsl report
prepared by UNEP on the same subject (UNEP, 1984 d).

In perallel with the develcpment of the technical beckground pepers prapered in
collaboration with FAO and IUCN, IMO wundertook to prepare a draft protocol on
co-opereation in pollution emergenciea.

The preliminary text of a reqional corvention wee prepared by UNEP.

As technicel support to the development of the protocol on co-operation in
pollution emergencies, IMO and INEP organized a workshop on oil pollution,
prevention, c¢ontrol end resporse in the Eastern African region (Mombasa, Kenya,
November/December 1583). The purpose of the workshop wes to give participants an
uncerstanding of how best io select and use methods for protection end clean-up of
oil pollution which ure eppropriate to the local emwironmert. An overview of
relevant Inlernational marine pollution corventions was presented end subjects such
as the econumic impact of 0il spills, lisbhility, end compensstion procedures were
also addressed.

All of these documents were submitted to = meeting of experts on a. dreft
corvention and protocols for the Eastzen African region, convened by UNEP in Nairobi
in December 1%83. Experts From 8ll nine Statee of the regfon etterded. The meeting
made considersble progress In Tesching @ consensus on the agresments, but a few
paints, including the techmical annexes to the protoccl an protected areas and wild
fauna and flora, were left unresolved (UNEP, 1584 a). Therefore, a seccnd meeting
of sxperts wes convened in Cctober 1284, also in Neirobi, te complete negotistions
on the 1legal aqreements and to review the institutional and financisl arrsngements
required for the implementation of the programme.

The second meeting of =xperts (UNEP, 1984 h) concluded with s consensus on
nearly all of the pravisions of the corwention amd arotocols, and the meeting
recommendad thet s conference nf plenipotentiaries he norvened to adopt the final
Fexts of the action plan atd Cthe Fhree legal sgeeements. The maating alsa
congiderad the instiiutional end fipmannial Aarrangements  that would oneed to  be
adopted by OCoverrments to support the co-ordinstion and implementstion of the
regional progrsmme. Recognizing that ell but one of the ststes of the region ere
developing ard that they are currenily facing severe economic restraints, the
experts recommended that & reqional trust fund be esteblished to assume gradually

. m——— P e Akt
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(beginning in 194Y) the commaon costs of the regional progremme (i.e. the expenses of
the secretariat related to the co-orcinstion of getivities) while recommending thet
funding far project ectivities should be sought from the Unized Natione system,
other infernationel organizations, and ocutside funding cgencies. The masting olso
recnmmenced thet UNEP be designated te assume secretariat responaibilities far the
action plan, convertion and protocols.

In eddition to sctivities at the regiongl 1level, come oscisctange hea been
provided 1o Coveremzhcs with pegerd Yo specifitc nattonal problese. Mabional
projects ere particulerly interesting when they may serve &g en exemple, a model for
perellel sctivites in other Stetas. Yor example, UNEP 8t pressnt collaeborates with
IUCN to gemd & project cevelomment team to Hozambique to asssist the Government to
formulate e zonservation strategy for Inhaca islerd. Once & fu:l project proposal
ies prepsred, UNEP and IUCN will assist in efforts to secure funding for its
implementation.

In reviewing the preparetory phese leading to the aception of the action plan
ard the convention For-the Eastern Africsn region, one obvious criticism mey Le that
it took e rether Iong time. Ths root cause of thHis, particuylarly in the last 1B
montha is simple: mohey or more precigely the lack of it. As &£l]l  inlernalional
orgenizetions, UNEP is facing & period of economic austeriity. The Regional Segs
Programme’s budget hes remgined more or less stetic while Lhe number of regions with
which it worxs hes risen to eleven. The UN system end other argenizetions, while
being extremely willing ard co-operative, rerely have their own funds to commit to
the Regional Sess Programme o thal cusis Tinancing for eill co-operative activities
must come from UNEF funds. This has mesnt thet in tThe past few years INEP has Deeh
forced to essign "priorities" to recions. The philosophy hes been to devote funds
to regions where action plans have been recentiy adoptec and the pragramme is in the
critical, varly aperaticnel stages of the programme's implementation during which
international funds are vital before Governments progressively assume the nostes of
the activities. The entry into force of a regiomal carwention is ususlly a major
turning point focr Government contributinne as the (Coniracting Parties then see
themselves as legally bownd toe contribute financially. At this stage, UNEP
finmancing can bégin to diminish in that particuler reqinn, erd furds can be focused
upon @ new recional sea &rea. The corollary *n this principie is that it has been
necessery to slow the process of developing antian plans in some of the Tegionsg
uitil suzh  time ae funds may realistizal ly he mede avsilanle to support sctivities
in that region &t a worthwhile level.

Future develgpments

tiest of the preparations for the adoption eof the action plan and legel
egreements nnw seem to be complete. It is oxpected thet B8 conference of
pleniprtentiaries will be convened in nid-19E5 to adopt the finel texts.

Ta dete, UNEP nhag spent over US $850,000 for the development of the progromme
in the Easterm African region.  On the expectation that the ection plar end the
convention and pratocols will he adepted in mid-198%, it is planned to aperd the
last six months of 1985 developing project activities to be undertaksn in the
I1986-1987 biennjun. A budget farget of IR $2 million for the biennium will be
propased by UNEP to the governments ond orgenizabtions paerticipzting in the regionel
progremme. Whether such funds con be mede aveilable remains to  be  secen. It is
clear, twwever, that vhebsver the financiazl ccil ing for the programme, U will
have & major cortribution to make is essisting in the develeprenl and inplemenislion
of regienal cormseryszion activities which syre vceriein to remain A number one

. M . <
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COKCLSION

Experience in the Regianal Seas Programme has  shown  thet  ihe  comprehensive
apprnach embodiec in  the action plans, as cescribod through the Castern Africon
examp.e, has proven gucceastiil Lo respending to the znvivoneentsl needs and coneceras
of the States participating in the various -eginanal programmes. The eczion plans
have providsad & good mix of programme flexibility sng institutionel siructure which
nas enabtled the rollaborative activities ko evolve and expand in direcel fespcrss  to
the experience and knaviedge gained by the States tkrouch participe:ion in the
regional programres. the saation placs' substantive nomporents  (assessment,
manegement end legsl) have also been proven o provice appropriate anientific and
managerial *ogls for resolving oc conirolling the marine and coastal envircrimental
problema faced by most Stetzs. The regiopal prog-ammes inevitably rely uson the
assistance and callaberaticn cf the irterpgiional system to improve the capakbilities
of netiomal =xpertisc, to streogbthen rstional irfrastructuces, and to  collaberate
with states in fosatoeirg reqgisnal co-opsratior. The important contribution of ILCN
to thic procecss is ¢o be Tecognized and praised, and UKEP Llaoks T(orward to
continuing Yo benefit from their collaborastinn,
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Figime 2:  Participants in UNEP's Regional Seas

1. MIDITERRAMEAN REGION
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EEC
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Frence
Greecsa

2, KUWAIT ACTICK PLAMN RECLGN
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Iran
Ireq

Isree)

Italy

Labennn

Libyan Araob Jdamahiriya
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Kuwaik
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Bman

3. WESY AND CENTRAL AFRICAN REGICN

Angola

Banin

Cape Yerde

Congo

Equatorial Guinea
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Gambig

4. WIDER CARIBBEAN REGIGN

Antigus end Barbuda
Gahamas

Burbadus

Belize

Colombia

Casta Rica

Cuba

Cominica

Cominican Republic
France

5. EAST ASIAN REGION
Irdonesia

Malavsie

Fhilippines

6. SOUTH-EASTY PACIFIC RECICN

Colombig
I“hile

Ghana

Guines )
Buinss-Bissau
Ivory fusest
Liberia
Mauriteniz
hamibia

EEC
Grenada
CGustemal s
Giyana
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mex icao
Nicarajiw

Singapore
Theiland

Ponana

fn

Progrenme

Moroaro

Spain

5yrien Arsb Republic
Tunisise .

Turkey

fugostavia,

Saudi Arabia
United Atab Imirsles

Nigeria

Rep. of Cameroon

Sa0 Jome and Principe
Seneqal

Sierra Leone

Fogc

Zaire

MNetherlends

Panama

St. Lurmia

SE. ¥incent and the
Grenadines

Surinama

Trinided end Tobege

ithited KXingdcm

Wnited States of dmerica

Yerezuzla
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7. RED SEA 4ND GULF UF ADEN RFGIDN

Democretic Yemen
Djibouti
Jardan

8. SNUTH PAZIFIC REGION

American Ssmoa

Austrelis

Commonweaith of the
Northern Mariane Islands

Cook Islends ’

Federated Stetes of
Micronesis

Fiji

france

French Polynesia

Guam

2. EASTERN AFRICAM RECION
Comoros

Frence
Kenya

"Palestine (PLOY

Saud: Arebie
Somelie

Kiribati
Marshaell Jelende
Nauru

New Ccledonia
New Zealand

Niue

Norfolk Ieland
Pelsu

Papusa Mew Guines
Pitecairn leland

Madac escer
Mauritiuve
Yo zambique

10.  SCUTH-WEST ATLANTIC REGIOM

Argentina
8rezil
Uruguzy

11. OUTH ASIAaN SEAS REGIDN

Jengliedesh
India
Maldives

Pekigtan
Sri Lanka

Y S Sy g -

Sudan
Yemen

Solomon Islands

Tokclaw

Tongo

Tuvaluy

United Kingdom

lnited Stetes of
Anerica

Vanuatu

¥ellis and Futune

Yestern Semoa

Seychelles
Sumal is

Utited Republic of

Yenezuelmn
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