
The A m erica n  com b je lly  (M nem iops is  l e id y i ) w as  firs t observed  in the  southern Baltic Sea in la te  au tum n 2 0 0 6  
and  in the no rthe rn  pa rts  in A ugust 2 0 0 7  -  in one  y e a r  the species has spread th ro u g h o u t the sea, exce p t the 
no rthe rnm ost B othn ian Sea. The h igh invasion speed ind ica tes  e xce p tiona l a d a p ta tio n  a b ilit ie s  o v e r la rg e  ra nge  o f 
a b io tic  facto rs. W e  stud ied the  d is tr ib u tion  and  a b unda nce  o f M nem iops is  from  A ugust 2 0 0 7  to  M a rch  2 0 0 8  in 
re la tion  to  a b io tic  fac to rs  and  observed  c le a r d iffe rences com pare d  w ith  the  ex is ting kn o w le d g e  from  o th e r areas. 
M nem iops is  occurs in the  Baltic Sea n e a r ha lo c line  in 5 0 - 8 0  m depths and  re p rod uces  a t sm a lle r size than 
p rev ious ly  a n tic ip a te d . D uring  w in te r the therm o- and  ha loc lines  a re  b roken  d o w n  a t m any sites, and  a m ore  even 
d is tr ib u tion  o f M nem iops is  w as  observed  in the w a te r  co lum n. A g a in s t o u r  assum ptions, the p o p u la tio n  densities 
increased from  autum n to  w in te r. This w in te r has been a b n o rm a l due  to  ice-free cond itions, w h ich  m ay have 
he lped M nem iops is  to  fin d  fo o d  and  to  survive. A v a ila b il ity  o f su itab le  p re y  d u rin g  w in te r as w e ll as p o ten tia l 
c tenophore -d riven  a lte ra tion s  in the  Baltic ecosystem in the fu tu re  a re  discussed.
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M arBEF, an EU n e tw o rk  o f exce llence , is a p la tfo rm  fo r  in te g ra tio n  and  d issem ination o f kno w le d g e  and  expertise  
on E uropean m arine  b io d ive rs ity . The n e tw o rk  invo lves 9 4  E uropean m arine  institutes w ith  links to  researchers, 
industry , s takeho lde rs  a n d  the  g e n e ra l pu b lic  a t la rg e . M arBEF supports  ch a lle ng ing  research , w h ich  is e xp lo rin g  
the re la tionsh ip (s) be tw een  b io d ive rs ity  and  the  fun c tion ing  o f m arine  ecosystems th ro u g h o u t Europe. European 
m arine  systems a re  cu rre n tly  u n de r th re a t from  o v e re x p lo ita tio n , h a b ita t destruction , p o llu tio n , in troduc tio n  o f 
a lien  species and  g lo b a l c lim a te  change. H ow eve r, the  consequences o f such b io d ive rs ity  loss fo r  m arine  systems 
rem ain la rg e ly  unknow n to  the  ge n e ra l pub lic . O u treach  p ro jec ts  w ith in  the  M arBEF ne tw o rk  aim  to  c rea te  
aw areness o f the  aesthetic, econom ic and  e co lo g ica l va lues o f m a rine  b io d ive rs ity  in o rd e r  to  g a in  sup po rt from  
socie ty to  p ro tec t a n d  sustain o u r  liv ing  m arine  resources. "The w a y  to  p e o p le 's  he a rt is th ro u g h  the  s tom ach ..." 
O ne  o f the  ou treach  in itia tives  o f M arBEF is to  p ro d u ce  a  m arine  b io d ive rs ity  co o kb o o k . Its a im  is to  illustra te  to  
the pu b lic  the  v a r ie ty  o f m a rine  life  (sea food) w h ich  is eaten d a ily  an d  ho w  th is rich m arine  and  coasta l 
b io d ive rs ity  is seen to  be  the  life  b lo o d  o f tra d it io n a l cook ing .T h is  co o k b o o k  takes the re a d e r and  the  am a te u r 
coo k  on a jo u rn e y  a lo n g  o u r E uropean coasts, be g inn in g  a t the  no rthe rn  seas and  tra ve ls  south to  the  Baltic Sea, 
the N o rth  Sea, the  Celtic Sea and  the  Irish Sea, th roug h  to  the Bay o f Biscay and  the Ibe rian  w a te rs , the 
M e d ite rra n e a n  Sea and  east to  the  B lack Sea. The co o k b o o k  a lso ven tures o ff  the  beaten  tra ck  to  inc lude  recipes 
from  the  rem ote islands o f the A zo re s , C ana ries  and  the  M a d e ira  Islands. W e  fu rth e r inc lude sea food  de ligh ts 
p re p a re d  w ith  non-ind igenous species, p ro v id e  recipes fo r  con ven tion a l soups a n d  stews, illus tra te  the  tra d it io n  o f 
ea ting  eggs an d  roes, and  the banque ting  o f ra w  sea food . The b o o k  presents scientific-based, bu t 'rea dy -to -d ige s t' 
in fo rm a tio n  on  the  d is tr ib u tion , e co lo g y , fisheries o r  a q uacu ltu re  o f a  fine  selection o f E uropean sea food  species. 
Fish a re  o n ly  'a n  a p e r it if ' o f the  m any  species th a t a re  co ve red . The b o o k  de lves as w e ll in to  rec ipes and 
in fo rm a tio n  on  molluscs, crustaceans, severa l o th e r in ve rte b ra te  species, a lg a e  and  saltm arsh p lan ts re a d y  to  be 
coo ked , eaten and  d igested  a t y o u r  le isure. A lte rn a tive  species w h ich  can be used in som e o f the  tra d it io n a l 
recipes a re  p ro v id e d  w h e re  E uropean stocks have becom e unsusta inab le  o r  w h e re  the  species is no t g e n e ra lly  
lo c a lly  a va ila b le .
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D iffe ren t g roups  o f s takeho lde rs  have an in te rest in the  g o o d s  and  services p ro v id e d  b y  the  m arine  env ironm ent 
and  the revenue th a t can be  g e ne ra ted  from  its resources. H ow eve r, m any o f th e ir activ ities  som etim es have 
con flic ting  interests. Po licy m akers a re  no w  try in g  to  in te g ra te  th e ir needs in to  m anagem en t p lans th roug h  the 
im p lem en ta tion  o f M a rin e  S patia l P lanning (M SP). M a rin e  p ro tec te d  a reas  (M PAs) la y  w ith in  the  ca te g o ry  o f MSP 
too ls  an d  a re  cons ide red  im p o rta n t too ls  fo r  b io d ive rs ity  conserva tion . W h ile  a g re a t am oun t o f lite ra tu re  exists on 
the b io lo g ic a l effects o f M P A s, fe w e r studies have focused on the  socia l and  econom ic im p lica tions th a t stem from  
these m anagem en t regim es. H ow eve r, a sound econom ic va lu a tio n  o f the g o o d s  and  services p ro v id e d  b y  the 
m arine  en v ironm ent to  a ll s takeho lde rs  is necessary if w e  a re  to  design  cost e ffective  and  successfully im plem en ted


