
58 Mr. F . Holme’s Notice o f  Coleopterous Insects

cilia pale ochreous, w ith  d a rk e r  shades, and  a d u sk y  line a t 
the base.

C aterpillar  (P la te  I I I .  fig. 6) long  an d  slender, naked , pale  ap p le - 
g reen , w ith a row  o f  red d ish  lu n u les on each side, above the  
stigm ata, and  a chain o f  d iam o n d -sh ap ed  red d ish  b lo tches 
dow n th e  b ack  : it feeds upon th e  Solidago virgaurea, or golden 
rod .

T h is  in te res tin g  ad d itio n  to o u r F a u n a  w as d e tec ted  in B irch  
W ood m any  y ears  since, by  the  la te  M r. J .  S tand isb , sen ., and  who 
se cu red  a  single exam ple  by  m o th in g  ; b u t  the ca te rp illa r and  its 
food rem ained  unknow n until d isco v ered  b y  his son M r . B . S tand ish , 
w ho found  tw o specim ens o f  th e  la rv a  in the  sou th -w est ang le  o f  
B irch  W ood in S ep tem b er, 1832 , w hich p ro d u ced  the im ago in the  
follow ing Ju n e .

XII. Notice o f the Coleopterous Insects observed in the 
Scilly Islands in July and August, 1836. B y  F r e d e r i c k  

H o l m e , Esq., M. A ., M . E . S.
[Read December 5, 1836.]

I  c o l l e c t e d  the  follow ing species o f  Coleoptera  on the  Scilly  Is lan d s 
b e tw een  Ju ly  22 and A u g u s t 2, 1836 : and though  I am  a fra id  the 
lis t w ill be found rem ark ab le  for little  b u t  its deficiencies, I th ink  
it as well to lay  it  befo re  the  Society , in th e  hope o f  its b e ing  su b 
seq u en tly  e x ten d ed , as, I be lieve, the  Is lan d s  have been h ith e rto  
a lm o st unv isited  by  en tom olog ists . I m ust rem ark  th a t the  tim e 
a n d  c ircum stances w ere  n o t v e ry  fav o u rab le  for collecting , the  
p la n t insects b e in g  n ea rly  o v er for the  sum m er, and  th e  sm all close 
h ea th  ( I  believe E rica vagans), w hich form s n early  the  sole c lo th ing  
o f  the  hills, ly ing  so close to th e  g ro u n d  as n o t to ad m it the  in tro 
d u c tio n  o f  a  sw eep ing-ne t. T h e  tides too w ere v e ry  h igh  w hen I 
a rriv ed , and  p re v en ted  m y h av in g  m o re  th an  two m o rn in g s’ col
lec tin g  on the  sandy  beach a t S t. M a ry ’s, before it was co vered  : 
b u t  for this, I  have no d o u b t th a t th e  n u m b er o f  species oí A leo
chara, Anthicus, See. w ould  have  been m uch  e x ten d ed . T h e  sp e 
cies m ark e d  w ith  an as te risk  I  n ev er fo und  in the  L a n d ’s E n d  d is
tr ic t  o f  C ornw all.

C icindela  cam pestris.— In  g re a t p len ty  on N o rm an d y  D ow ns and  
S a lleykey  D o w n s, S t. M a ry ’s Is la n d  : also on som e o f  the
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o th er islands, b u t n o t in the sam e pro fusion  : I saw  one o f  
them  fly with a liv ing  w orm  as long  as i ts e lf  in its jaw s.

D rom ius faveolus .— In  the sands : b u t not n ea rly  so comm on as 
n ear Penzance.

L o ric e ra pilicornis, A nchom enus albipes, and  sordidus.— A ll in g re a t 
p len ty  : A nchom enus prasinus I  d id  n o t d e tec t, b u t I found  
an  e ly tron  which seem ed to belong  to A . oblongus.

A gonum  m arginatum .— F o u n d  by d o zen s u n d e r every  stone round  
the  g re a t A bbey P o n d  at T resco  (a  larg e  piece o f  w ater ab o u t 
th ree  feet deep, the  only fresh -w a te r  p o n d  on the  w hole 
g ro u p ) : n o t found in any o th e r p a r t  o f  th e  Is lan d s : the  sp e 
cim ens varied  g rea tly  in tin ts, from  b rig h t co pper to lig h t 
g reen .

-----------parumpunctatum .— N o t uncom m on : the th o ra x  in all th e
specim ens was a m uch m ore b r illian t g reen  than  usual.

O listhopus rotundatus.— V ery  com m on : th e  w ings w ere  the  m erest 
ru d im en ts possib le in ev ery  specim en I to o k  on the Is lan d s : 
from  the sm all size o f  the specim ens, I suspec ted  th ey  m igh t 
p rove  Odontonyx rottindicollis, b u t I cou ld  d e te c t no d en ticu - 
lations on the claws.

C ala thus melanocephalus.— V ery  com m on in the  sand : som e w ere 
scarce tw o lines long.

-----------cislcloides.— A lso very  com m on, and  vary ing  g re a tly  in
size and  com parative  w idth : som e o f  m y specim ens, from  th e ir 
g re a t size and w idth, I suspec t m ay p ro v e  C. latus o f  S te p h en s’s 
Illu s tra tio n s .

-----------fuscus  and  'mollis.— B oth com m on on the  beach.
O m aseus anthracinus and  n igrita .— I took  severa l specim ens ag ree 

ing  w ith a p a ir tak en  a t P en zan ce  som e years  since, which 
M r. S tephens nam ed for m e. O. n igrita  is very  com m on.

B roscus cephalotes.— V ery  ab u n d an t in holes in th e  sand .
A m ara  plebeia, erythropa , communis, convexior, an d  a tra .— T h e  sp e 

cies o f  th is genus are  so d ifficult to d is tin g u ish  by  d escrip tions, 
th a t I do not feei su re  o f  h av ing  nam ed these  co rrec tly  ; th ey  
a re  all com m on on th e  Islands.

B rad y tu s apricarius.— N o t uncom m on u n d e r o r-w eed  on the beach .
H a rp a lu s  latus.— F o u n d  am ong the sand  no t uncom m only.
* -----------attenuatus ?— A very  p re tty  insect, no t uncom m on on

the Islan d s, and  p a rticu la rly  a b u n d an t on a sm all un inh ab ited  
isle called  T e o n : gen era lly  in com pany  w ith  A nisodactylus 
spurcaticornis. I am n o t certain  th a t I  have been  r ig h t in 
iden tify ing  it w ith II . attenuatus, S teph .
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H a rp a lu s  cencus and  ruficornis.—  A b u n d an t, as well as the varie ties 
o r  a llied  species, ceneopiccus, confinis, & c.

^A n iso d ac ty lu s spurcaticornis.— C om m on : none ag ree in g  w ith A .  
binotatus.

P e ry p h u s  tetraspilotus, N o tio p h ilu s  bigu tta tus.— N e ith e r  com m on : 
the  N otiophili were a v a rie ty  o f  a long  n a rro w  figure : I sen t 
a  pa ir to  M r. W aterhouse  for ex am in atio n .

H y g ro tu s  inaequalis an d  affinis ? L acco p h ilu s in terruptus.— T h ese  
w ere th e  on ly  species I cou ld  find ro u n d  th e  m arg in  o f  the 
A b b ey  P o n d , ab o v e-m en tio n ed , b u t I h ad  not tim e to exam ine  
m inu te ly .

^C ercyon  littorale , * binotatum, *dilatatum , an d  *depressum , Sphae
rid iu m  scarabceoides, bipustulatum, and  * lunatum  ?— F o u n d  in 
p len ty  on the  beach on fish bones and  o th e r anim al re je c ta 
m en ta . T h e  th ree  f irs t a re  unq u estio n ab ly  o n ly  d ifferen t 
s ta te s  o f  co lou r and  m a tu r ity  in th e  sam e species, as M r. S te 
phens su sp ec ts . I have a com plete  connecting  series th ro u g h  
ev ery  shade o f  co lour : th ey  vary  g rea tly  in size. C. depressum  
m ay  p e rh ap s  be only a n o th e r v a rie ty , though  th e  differences 
a re  g re a te r  th an  in th e  o th ers .

P h o sp h u g a  a tra ta .— I to o k  a single specim en, on th e  w ing : I m en 
tion  this from  several em in en t en tom ologists, am ong whom  w ere 
M r. S tep h en s an d  M r. H o p e , h av ing  to ld  m e th a t they  w ere  
n o t aw are  th a t th e  insect possessed  the  pow er o f  u sin g  its ru d i
m en ts o f  w ings for flight : I have several tim es tak en  it on the  
w ing in the  sunsh ine.

S im plocaria  sem istria ta .— A t the  ro o ts o f  sand p lan ts on the beach .
* H is te r  maritimus and  *quadristriatus.— I found  tw o o r th ree  sp e 

cim ens o f  each o f  these  u n d e r stones in the loose soft sand in 
the  Is lan d  o f  Sam pson , b u t  I h ad  no tim e to search  for m ore  : 
I  th o u g h t it sin g u lar th a t I d id  n o t find II . cencus in the Islan d s, 
as it sw arm s in the L a n d ’s E n d  d is tric t.

(L ith o p h ag u s nuchicornis, D ilw yn ii.— N o t in g re a t n u m b e rs :  D il 
leynii m o st num erous.

T y p h æ u s  vu lgaris.— In g re a t abu n d an ce  on the G arriso n  H ill in S t. 
M a ry ’s, an d  on o th e r p a rts  o f  th e  island, b u t n o t in such  n u m 
b ers .

G e o tru p es  m utator.— O ne specim en, I th in k  on B ry e r Is lan d .
  vernalis, sylvaticus, niger ?, puncticollis, an d  stercorarius.

— A ll com m on, b u t  the  th ree  first, o r sm ooth species, by far 
the m ost n u m ero u s : G. stercorarius the least p len tifu l o f  any.

* ----------------sublcevigatus.— I to o k  one specim en, w hich a p p ea red  to
ag ree  w ith  M r. S te p h en s’s desc rip tio n  o f  th is species : I pos-
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sess an o th er specim en w hich I took on P o rtlan d  Is land  in A u 
gust, 1835.

A ph o d iu s fossor, erraticus, fun darlas, foetens, scybalarius, rufescens, 
and  rn fpes .— All in g re a t abundance.

* Æ g ia lia  globosa .— A few specim ens on the  sand in Sam pson, no t 
noticed elsew here. I took a t the sam e tim e and p lace two 
specim ens o f  a sm all insect w hich 1 im agined to he a species 
o f  Psammodius, b u t they  w ere  bo th  d ev o u red  by som e Cafii 
which w ere in the sam e bo ttle .

S erica  brunnea.^—'The season for th is insect was over when I was 
in th e  Is lands, b u t it ap p eared  to  be very  com m on, as 1 found 
the rem ains u n d e r a lm ost every  stone.

M elo lon tha  vulgaris, A m phim alla  solstitialis, P h y llo p erth a  horticola. 
— T h e  tw o la tte r  I found in ab u n d an ce  on the  Is lands, and 
was inform ed th a t the first was equally  p len tifu l in the season.

C eton ia  aurata .— In  g re a t n u m b ers in the g o v e rn o r’s g a rden  in the 
S ta r  C astle , S t. M a ry ’s : b u t very  few in o th er p a rts  o f  the  
Islan d s. M ost o f  the specim ens w ere o f  a g reen e r t in t than  
usual, hav ing  v e ry  little  co ppery  gloss : bu t one which I took 
with the o th ers w as o f  an uniform  deep  glossy b lack , w ith the 
usual w hite  m ark in g s, and  n o t d iffering  in any respec t, ex ce p t 
colour, from  th e  com m on v arie ty . I h a d  tak en  a n o th e r ex ac tly  
sim ilar, n early  on the sam e spo t o f  g ro u n d , d u rin g  a v isit o f  a 
few h ours to the  Is lan d s in the sum m er o f  1833. I t  is curious 
th a t though  th is species is found in to le rab le  p len ty  on the  
hea th  ab o u t the  L a n d ’s E n d , it is never tak en  n ear P en zance, 
o r indeed  a t any d istance from  the h ead land .

P tilin u s pectinicornis.— C om m on in the  houses.
L eioph læ us nubilus, O tio rh y n ch u s sulcatus, rugifrons, ovatus, pabit- 

linus and  piceus, S tro phosom us cognatus.— All o f  occasional 
occu rrence  in the  Islan d s.

*A pion hæmatodcs.—  A b u n d an t on hea th  on the  D olph in  D ow ns, 
T resco .

T h y am is tabida .— Com m on on p rick ly  p lan ts on the sea sand .
* M acro cn em a m arcida .— T h is  ra re  species, w hich is m ark ed  as a 

deficit in M r. S tep h en s’s catalogue, I found in p len ty  on the 
euphorbiae (I be lieve) be tw een  B lue  C arn  and  P en in n is  H ead , 
S t. M a ry ’s : b u t 1 d id  no t secure  m any specim ens, m is tak in g  
them  at the tim e, from  the colour, for the  im m atu re  s ta te  o f  
som e o th er species.

--------------------hyoscyami and  napi, Phaedon polygoni, C ryp to cep h alu s
ochraceus, C occinella 11 -pun cta ta .—Passim .

P h y lan  gibbus, C ry p ticu s quisquilius.— B oth  com m on in the  sands :
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Opatrum  sabulosum, w hich usu a lly  occurs in com pany  w ith 
P hylan  gibbus, I  d id  n o t d e te c t : n e ith e r could  I find A llecula 
sulphurea, th o u g h  it ab ounds on the  sam e h ea th  n ea r the 
L a n d ’s E n d .

^P h a le ria  cadaverina.— A single specim en u n d e r o r-w eed  on th e  
beach .

H e lo p s  stria tus.— F o u n d  un d er ev ery  stone th ro u g h o u t the  Is lan d s .
L ag ria  h irta .— N o t uncom m on.
^A n th icu s humilis.— N o t uncom m on am ong the g rav elly  sand, and  

even  u n d e r the  o r-w eed , on th e  beach  a t S t. M a ry ’s ; b u t d if
ficult to catch , from  its d im inu tive  size and  ex trem e  ag ility . 
I  found it las t y ea r on the  sands n ear R yde .

P o ly sto m a  obscurella.— T h e  Aleochara micans o f  S te p h en s’s Illustr. 
v e ry  com m on u n d e r o r-w eed , &c. I  took  one specim en  o f  
A l. K irbii, w hich S tep h en s has p laced  as a v a r ie ty  o f  th is  sp e 
cies in the second  ed ition  o f  the Nom enclature : it ap p ea rs  to 
d iffer m ere ly  in be ing  tw ice the  size o f  the  com m on v arie ty , 
an d  I  h ave  sev era l in te rm ed ia te  specim ens.

* B o lito ch ara  xanthopa, and  * term inalis.— O n e specim en o f  each, 
u n d e r o r-w eed  on the  b each  : the  an ten n æ  in B . xanthopa  are  
re m a rk ab ly  long .

■--------------assim ilis.— C om m on in the  sam e lo ca lity  : th e  specim ens
sm alle r th an  those  a b o u t P en zan ce .

A leo ch ara  fuscipes. — C om m on : I found  one specim en in th e  d ry  
b ro k en  carcase  o f  Typhceus vulgaris, on th e  G arriso n  H ill in 
S t. M a ry ’s.

---------------cursor ?— T h is  species, w hich is v e ry  com m on in Scilly
an d  on th e  sho res o f  M o u n ts ’ B ay, in  dung , u n d e r stones, &c. 
I  do n o t rem em b er ev er to  h ave  seen e lsew here  : it  agrees 
b e tte r  w ith the  species d e sc rib ed  by  S tep h en s as A . cursor, 
K irb y , th an  w ith any  o th e r : b u t as I  do n o t feei sa tisfied  o f  
th e ir  id en tity , I sub jo in  a d esc rip tio n  o f  m y insect.

L en g th  1— 11 lin . Sh in ing  brassy  b lack , w ith v e ry  sligh t p u 
bescence  : thorax  ra th e r  w idely  p u n c tu re d , w ith  a po lished  
do rsa l line , b o u n d ed  on each side  a t the base b y  la rg e r  p u n c 
tu res  ru n n in g  in to  each o th e r : e ly tra  w idely  p u n c tu re d , w ith  
a  sh o rt h a ir in each p u n c tu re , an d  a la rg e  tr ia n g u la r  fu lvous 
spo t, n o t q u ite  touch ing  th e  su tu re , a t th e  in n er ang les o f  the  
a p ex  : abdomen ra th e r  b ro ad , lin ea r : antennæ  an d  limbs dull 
b lack  ; h in d er k nees su b -ru fo u s .

---------------- nitida, * P e lla  fu n esta .— F o u n d  w ith the  last, b u t m uch
less com m on.

T ach y p o ro u s  hypnorum  an d  *pú tridas .— Passim .
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C reophilus maxillosus.— T h is  species,  which occurs b y  dozens un d e r  
every  heap  o f  o r-w eed  on the  shores o f  M o u n t s ’ Bay, does no t  
appear  to be equally  common in the  is lan d s  : the only locality 
in which I took it was the beach o f  the  small un inhab i ted  
Is la n d  o f  T eon ,  m en t ioned  above.

^S taphy l inus  (oncocephalus.— V e ry  common u n d e r  stones an d  in 
d u n g  th ro u g h o u t  the  Is lands,  and  m ore  p a r t icu la r ly  a b u n d an t  
in B ryer .  I t  is w orthy  o f  re m a rk  th a t  I did  no t  take  a single 
specimen o f  e ither S t. ceriecps, or St. chaleoecplialus, though  
bo th  abound  on the beach in M o u n t s ’ Bay, where ,  on the  
o th e r  han d ,  I d id  no t  find S t. (oncocephalus. T h ese  th ree  spe 
cies ap p ea r  to me to be  very  m uch  confounded  to g e th e r  in 
nam ing  collections.

G oër ius  olens, punctulatus, and  *m orio?— All in tolerable p lenty ,  
pa r t icu la r ly  the two first :— th e o n e  I have n am ed  «torio? bears  
a g rea t  resem blance to punctulatus, b u t  is m uch  slenderer.  
Several specimens which I took on M al ledgvan ,  a b a re  ro ck  
to the  west o f  the Is lands,  had  when alive a s t rong  bluish gloss 
on the  e ly tra,  which d isappeared  a f te r  death  : they  m ay  p o s
sibly be referable  to G. cyaneus, b u t  hav in g  no specimens for 
comparison,  I cannot de te rm ine  the  po in t.

O cy p u s  similis, Q u e d iu s  tristis , P h i lo n th u s  splendens, ceratus, p o 
litus, maculicornis, sanguinolentus, and  bimaculatus. — Passim .

^P h ilo n th u s  eorruscus.— T h is  beautifu l  species was no t  uncom m on 
u n d e r  stones abou t  the  A b b e y  P o n d  in T resco ,  in com pany  
with Agonum m arginatum  an d  H arpa lu s attenuatus. I have 
M r .  S tephens’s a u thor i ty  for saying th a t  my insect is his Ph. 
eorruscus, b u t  in all m y  spec im ens the dorsal p u n c tu re s  on the 
th o rax  are  only four in each row, ins tead  o f  five : and  the  sc u 
tellum, su ture ,  and  base  o f  the e ly t ra  na rrow ly ,  are  shin ing 
b rassy  black, which is no t  noticed  in his descrip tion  : the a b 
dom en has a slight golden pubescence.  T h e  insect s tand ing  
in M r .  C u r t is ’s cab inet  by  this n am e  a p p ea red  to me to be 
specifically distinct,  b u t  I h a d  n o t  an o p p o r tu n ity  o f  co m p a
r ison.

^P ap h i ru s  rufipennis.— I am not  certain w h e th er  the  specific nam e  
be correct,  as M r .  S te p h e n s ’s descrip t ions in this genus a re  
not  so c lear as usual.

Cafius lateralis, littoralis, and  tessellatus,— T h e  two last are  evi
d en tly  only im m atu re  specim ens o f  the  first, as M r .  S tephens  
suspects.  T h e y  are  found  in g rea t  p lenty  u n d e r  o r-weed, and  
are  exceed ing ly  voracious,  p rey in g  on each o ther  when con
fined toge the r  in a bottle .
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*R em us sericeus m ihi.— O ne specim en on th e  beach a t St. M a ry ’s. 
(  Vide in fra .)

♦L ath ro b iu m  punctatostriatum .— U n d e r stones n ear the  d ay -m ark , 
S t. M a r tin ’s 

L estev a  planipennis.— Passim .

T h e  in sect I  have above cond itionally  nam ed Remus sericeus, is 
one w hich I  h ave  in vain so u g h t for in collections, and  w hich I 
can n o t sa tisfac to rily  red u ce  to any genus described  in M r. S te 
p h e n s’s Illustrations. I was to ld , I fo rg e t by  whom , th a t M r. R u d d  
h a d  taken  an in sect resem bling  it, in Y o rk sh ire . M r. S tephens , on 
a  cu rso ry  view  o f  the  specim en one m o rn in g  a t S o m erse t H o u se, 
th o u g h t it allied  to Otidus similiformis, b u t i t  is a t once d is tin 
gu ished  from  Otidus by  its closely  p u n c ta te -th o rax , which sep ara tes  
i t  from  all the  genera  o f  S te p h en s’s fam ily Staphylinidae, ex cep t 
Achenium, Lathrobium , an d  Cryptobium, from  the first and  last o f  
w hich its n o n -g en icu la ted  antennae sep a ra te  it, as its d ep ressed  
b o dy , u n to o th ed  tib iæ , an d  con ic-acum inate  term inal jo in t o f  palp i, 
do from  Lathrobium. U n d e r these  c ircum stances, 1 v en tu re , with 
g re a t diffidence, to p ro p o se  it as a new  genus, to be ch arac te rised  
as follow s :—•

R e m u s .

Antennae n o t gen icu late  ; the  basal jo in t  lo ngest and  s to u tes t ; the 
tw o n e x t n ea rly  equal, obconic ; th e  seven n e x t n ea rly  tra n s 
verse , equal ; the  te rm inal longer, a cu te . P a lp i w ith  the  basal 
jo in ts  n e a rly  equal, o b co n ic ; the  term inal ra th e r  longer, fili
form , acum inate  a t the  po in t. H ead  oblong, ova te . E yes  la 
te ra l, sm all. Thorax  re c tan g u la r , e lo ngate , th ick ly  p u n c ta te . 
B ody  dep ressed . Abdomen deep ly  m arg ined . Lim bs m o dera te , 
w ith o u t tee th . A nterior tarsi m o d era te ly  d ila ted .

Remus sericeus.

L en g th  lines : dull b lack , w ith an au reo u s pubescence  on the  
e ly tra  and abdom en ; m outh  ru fo u s ; antennas an d  lim bs dee]) 
ru fous o r p iceo -ru fous, p u b escen t ; head  and th o rax  d is tin c tly  
an d  ra th e r  deep ly  p u n c tu re d , w ith a sm ooth  spo t on the v e rte x , 
and  an o th er ju s t  above th e  la b ru m ; th o rax  w ith a sm ooth 
som ew hat ra ised  d o rsa l callus th ro u g h o u t ; th o ra x  and  head  
jo in ed  by  a d is tin c t neck  as in Gyrohypnus ; e ly tra  flat, q u a 
d ra te , ve ry  m inu te ly  and  closely  p u n c tu re d  ; abdom en linear, 
d eep ly  m arg in ed , p u n c tu re d  like  the e ly tra .


