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2. Fisheries and aquaculture

Fisheries

• In 2002, the EU-25 produced nearly 7.6 million tonnes of fisheries products.
This makes the EU 3rd producer in the world.

• Fisheries production declined by 17% between 1995 and 2002 in the EU-25.

• Denmark (1.47 million tonnes) had the highest production of all the Member States in 2002, followed
by Spain (1.15 million tonnes), France (0.95 million tonnes) and the United Kingdom (0.87 million tonnes). 
These four Member States accounted for almost 60% of the EU-25 total production.

• Total catches in all regions made up 83% of EU-25 fishery production in 2002. At 4.62 million tonnes, 
catches in the North-East Atlantic alone accounted for more than 60% of EU-25 total production, while catches 
in the Central-East Atlantic and in the Mediterranean accounted for 8% and 7% respectively of the total.

• Among EU-15 Member States, Greece had the highest number of fishing vessels in 2003 with 19,000 followed 
by Italy (15,700), Spain (14,400) and Portugal (10,300). These four Member States accounted for two thirds of 
the total number of EU-15 fishing vessels.

• Between 1995 and 2003, the EU-15 fishing fleet was reduced by 15%, from 104,000 to 88,000 vessels.

• Total catches (2002 ) • Fishing fleet (2004 )
(volume In tonnes)
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Aquaculture

• Aquaculture accounts for 17% of the Union's total fisheries production.

• Aquaculture produced 1.27 million tonnes of fisheries products in 2002 and has increased its share 
in EU-25 total production from one eighth in 1995 to one sixth in 2002.

• Of the 25 Member States, Spain was the biggest aquaculture producer in 2002 with 260,000 tonnes, 
followed by France (250,000 tonnes), and Italy and the United Kingdom (180,000 tonnes each).

• Total aquaculture 
production (2002 )
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Useful link: http://europa.eu.int/comm/fisheries/policy_en.htm

http://europa.eu.int/comm/fisheries/policy_en.htm

