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The huge quantities o f waste produced by com m ercia l fisheries worldw ide attract large 
numbers o f scavengers, including many thousands o f seabirds. A lthough discards are 
widely assumed to be im portant to many seabird populations, much o f the research 
comes from observations o f seabirds at sea, where little is known about the reproductive 
status o r orig in o f scavengers. Therefore, an im portant gap in ou r knowledge is to 
understand the way in which individual seabirds forag ing from a central place respond to 
fisheries activity at-sea. Here we use data from the Vessel M on itoring  System in the North 
East Atlantic to determine whether the forag ing behaviour o f individual breeding northern 
gannets (Morus bassanus) is influenced by fisheries activity. M oreover, by analysing stable 
isotope ratios in body tissues and fish prey we use recently developed iso-source models to 
accurately quantify the relative contribution o f fish obtained in the form  o f discards and 
other 'n a tu ra l' sources o f marine prey. These results have im portant im plications fo r 
understanding the strength o f the link between fisheries and individual scavenging 
seabirds, which is o f particu la r im portance given likely changes in the availab ility o f 
discards.
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