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The integrated m aritim e policy is gradually becom ing a reality in the 
European Union. Portugal has drawn up its National Strategy for the Sea 

which, fo llow ing the  example o f the  European Union's Blue Book, proposes 
an integrated vision o f its fu ture national m aritim e policy.

Maritime affairs:
towards an integrated policy

In the news

-Q-

On 10 October 2007, the Commission adopted 
a Communication and an Action Plan that lay the 
foundations for an integrated maritime policy for the 
European Union. The new policy aims to realise the 
tremendous potential of the world's oceans while adopting 
an integrated rather than a sector-specific approach.

Maritime activ ities represent five m illion  jobs  In Europe In the  

sectors o f m a ritim e  tra nspo rt and logistics, fisheries, m arine sciences 
and engineering , o ffshore energy and tourism . M a ritim e  regions 
acco un t fo r a round 40%  o f th e  European Union's GDP, w h ile  som e 

90%  o f EU exports are transpo rted  by sea. And th e  sector still has 

s ign ifican t g ro w th  po tentia l, thanks to  Increasing dem and for 
energy, expand ing  in te rna tiona l trade, d e ve lo p m e n t o f tourism , etc.

The CFP concerned first and foremost
The C o m m o n  Fisheries Policy (CFP) Is ob v io us ly  an in teg ra l pa rt 

o f th is  in te g ra ted  m a ritim e  po licy. W h ile  it  has linkages w ith  the  
ac tio n  p lan as a w ho le , the re  are ce rta in  po in ts  w h ic h  concern  It 
m o re  d irectly , such as th e  f ig h t aga ins t illega l fish ing  and th e  ban 

on d e s truc tive  fish ing  practices on th e  h igh  seas.

O f course, In te g ra tio n  c a n n o t be ach ieved th ro u g h  regu la tio n  

alone. In te g ra tio n  is a ne w  m in d se t th a t m u s t be ad o p te d  
by all o f Europe's m a ritim e  stakeholders, In pa rticu la r the  
M e m b e r States. T hey w ill be regu ired  to  d e ve lop  na tiona l 

in te g ra ted  m a ritim e  po lic ies p u tt in g  In to  p rac tice  th e  
European po licy  gu ide lines, in p a rticu la r th ro u g h  co h e re n t 
m a ritim e  spatial p lann ing . -Q~

This g row th , however, com es w ith  its share o f risks. W ith m o u n tin g  
pressure on m arine ecosystems and g ro w in g  c o m p e titio n  fo r the  

use o f m arine and coastal areas, th e  d iffe ren t m a ritim e  activities 
can no longer be dea lt w ith  in iso lation. If th e  EU is to  use its 
oceans In a susta inable m anner, the n  its m a ritim e  po licy  m u s t be 
deve loped  using an in tegra ted  approach based on co llabora tion  

and coopera tion .

That is w h y  th e  European C om m ission pub lished a Green Paper 
on th is  sub jec t over a year ago. D uring th e  extensive consu lta tion  
th a t fo llow ed , stakeholders su b m itte d  th e ir ideas to  the  
C om m ission and vo iced broad-based su p p o rt fo r Its Initiative.

This process resulted in th e  ad op tion , on 10 O ctober, 
o f a C om m un ica tion  from  th e  European Com m ission know n 

as 'The Blue Book) accom pan ied  by a de ta iled A c tion  Plan 

and a re po rt on th e  s takeholde r consu lta tion .

This n e w  in te g ra ted  ap proa ch  w ill change  th e  w ay  the  
European U n ion  fo rm u la tes  po lic ies and a d op ts  decisions. 

H ence fo rth , fro m  th e  ve ry  firs t re flections on a g iven p o lic y  up  to  
its co n cre te  results on th e  g round , th e  focus w ill be on grasp ing 
th e  in te rac tion s  be tw e e n  th e  d iffe re n t sectors con cerne d  so as 
to  ensure th e y  are all taken in to  con s id e ra tion . This ap proa ch  w ill 

p rov ide  a co h e re n t p o lic y  fra m e w o rk  th a t w ill m ake possib le 
th e  o p tim a l and eco lo g ica lly -v iab le  d e v e lo p m e n t o f all 

sea-related activ ities.

The A ction  Plan th a t accom pan ies th e  C o m m un ica tion  gives 
a m ore  precise ¡dea o f th e  range and scope o f pro jects th a t w ill be 
covered by  th e  new  in tegra ted  m a ritim e  policy. It provides for 

th e  es tab lishm ent o f a European Space fo r M a ritim e  Transport 

w ith o u t barriers, an in teg ra ted  n e tw o rk  fo r m a ritim e  surveillance, 
a European stra tegy fo r m arine research and a European ne tw o rk  

o f m a ritim e  clusters.

The A ction  Plan also includes a s trong env ironm enta l d im ens ion  

th a t w ill co n tr ib u te  to  th e  European Union's efforts to  co m b a t 
c lim a te  change th ro u g h  th e  re duc tion  o f CO; em issions 
and po llu tio n  from  navigation , fo r exam ple. It also provides 
fo r a s tra tegy to  a ttenua te  th e  im p a c t o f c lim ate  change on 

coastal regions.

Portugal sets an example
In 2005, P ortugal set up  an in s titu tio n a l task force charged 
w ith  d e ve lo p in g  a m a ritim e  strategy. This in itia tive  is an 

im p o rta n t one, because P ortugal is one  o f th e  European 
Union 's lead ing m a ritim e  nations. The resu lt o f th is  w o rk  is 
th e  N a tio n a l S trategy fo r the Sea, unve iled  in 2006. It sets 

o u t P ortuguese m a ritim e  p o lic y  fo r th e  n e x t decade  -  an 

in te g ra ted  p o lic y  based on b e tte r sc ien tific  k n o w le d g e  o f th e  
sea and a p p ro p ria te  m a ritim e  spatial p lann ing . This approach 

is in keep ing  w ith  th e  European Union's in te g ra te d  m a ritim e  
po licy, to  w h ic h  P ortuga l has le n t its w h o le h e a rte d  sup po rt.
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