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MarBEF Themes 1, 2 & 3: Joint Workshops

Two MarBEF workshops in Plymouth
By Melanie Austen

Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML) recently organised and h osted  two  
simultaneous MarBEF workshops from 13-16  August.

T h e  aim o f  a jo in t  T hem e  1 + 2 + 3  workshop,  
led and  organ ised  by Mel A us ten  and  held at  
PML, was to  examine t h e  eco log ical  d a ta  
required to  q u an t i fy  marine ecosys tem  g o o d s  
a n d  se rv ices .  S c ie n t i s t s  a t t e n d e d  from S t  
Andrews, t h e  Azores,  N e ther lands ,  USA, Poland 
and,  o f  course,  Plymouth. We a d d re ss e d  th e  
q u e s t io n s :  ‘H ow can  e c o lo g i s t s  u se  t h e  
diversity o f  available d a ta  to  quan t i fy  each  of  
t h e  d ifferent  ecosystem  services , given t h a t  th e  
services are them se lves  an in tegration  o f  many 
different  ecological p ro c e s s e s ? ’ And: ‘How can 
we include a s p e c t s  o f  spatia l  and  tem pora l  
var ia t ion?’

To d o  this,  we to o k  a b ra insto rm ing  a p p ro ach  
t o  e a c h  e c o s y s t e m  se rv ice  in t u rn ,  an d  
exam ined  t h e  e c o lo g ica l  p r o c e s s e s  an d

fu nc t ions  t h a t  underl ie  t h e  service,  t h e  d a ta  
t h a t  is available to  quan t i fy  th e s e  p rocesses  
and  th e  indicators t h a t  might be  u sed  to  signal 
ch an g es  in t h e  delivery o f  t h e  services. T he  
sess ions  were extremely  g o o d - h u m o u re d  bu t  
a t  t h e  sa m e  t ime of ten  very challenging fo r  all 
o f  t h e  p a r t i c ip a n t s  as t h e y  e n ta i l e d  a 
s u b s tan t ia l  a m o u n t  o f  free  and lateral thinking.  

It was generally  ag reed  t h a t  t h e  w orkshop  was 
an excellent exper ience  and  it is p lanned  t h a t  
t h e  o u tc o m e  will be  a jo in t  review paper.

This w orkshop  was held in PML with regular  
walks ac ross  t h e  H oe to  t h e  Marine Biological 
A ssocia t ion  (MBA) fo r  jo in t  lunch breaks and  a 
few jo in t  b ra insto rm ing  se ss ions  with t h o s e  a t  
th e  c o n c u r re n t  T hem e  1 workshop.

T he  aim o f  t h e  T h e m e  1 workshop ,  o rganised  
and  led by Paul Somerfield, was to  app ly  
modelling a p p ro a c h e s  (ranging from numerical  
an d  s t a t i s t i c a l  m o d e l l in g  t o  c o m p a ra t iv e  
m ode l l in g  u s in g  o u t p u t s  f rom  e c o s y s t e m  
m o d e ls ) ,  u s in g  a large d a t a b a s e  o f  
m a c r o b e n t h i c  d a t a  f rom  a c r o s s  Europe ,  
compiled  with MarBEF, to  gain insights into 
p a t t e r n s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s .  This  w o rk s h o p  
a t t r a c t e d  s c i e n t i s t s  f rom  Norway, G reece ,  
G e rm a n y  an d  Sheffield as well as several 
e m in e n t  s c i e n t i s t s  f rom t h e  P ly m o u th  
community. Essentially, Paul s h u t  a small g roup  
o f  sc ientis ts ,  s ta tis t ic ians  and modellers into 
t h e  Resource C e n tre  a t  t h e  MBA. This is now a 
darkened  room as t h e  windows have been  
b o a rd e d  up. Each person  had a lap top,  and th e  
em phas is  was on working toge ther ,  ra the r  than  
d iscussing  work. Par t ic ipants  were let o u t  fo r  
excellent  sandw ich  lunches  an d  t e a / c o f f e e  
breaks.  This was a p roduc t ive  app roach ,  with a 
re p o r t  be ing  com piled  and  th e n  p laced  on th e  
MarBEF website.
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Fireworks display.

T he small num bers  o f  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a t  th e  
w orkshops m ade  th e m  qui te  productive  and 
focused .  T h e  timing o f  t h e  workshop,  ar ranged  
by Paul S o m er f ie ld ,  was in sp i ra t iona l  -  
c o in c id in g  with t h e  N a t io n a l  Fireworks 
C o m p e t i t i o n  o n  t h e  H oe .  T h e  w o rk s h o p  
par t ic ipan ts  certa inly ap p rec ia ted  th e  excellent 
co n ference  d inne r  in t h e  MBA com m on  room, 
and  th e  fireworks display!

Participants at the cross-theme w orkshop in Plymouth.
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Discussion group at w orkshop in Plymouth
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