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BACKGROUND

The ocean accounts for 70% of the earth's surface. It not only greatly affects the global

climate, but also provides humankind with many benefits such as fisheries resources, mineral

resources and places for recreation. It is crucial that we understand the ocean in order to live on
the earth.

However, the ocean is vast and full of mysteries, and its environment is so harsh that it
makes ocean research activities time consuming and expensive. Cooperation among ocean
research organizations and researchers is therefore indispensable.

Moreover, unlike an experiment at a laboratory, the ocean observation under the same
condition cannot be carried out again, so it is important to promote secondary and tertiary
uses of the observation data, in addition to primary uses by researchers who observed.

Based on the recommendation of the First Session of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) under UNESCO, the International Oceanographic
Data and Information Exchange (IODE) system was established in 1961 to "enhance
marine research, exploration, and development by facilitating the exchange of

oceanographic data and information between participating Member States." The First
Session of IOC also recommended that the Member States establish National
Oceanographic Data Centers (NODCs).

Since its establishment, the IODE system has endeavored to collect, manage and
distribute oceanographic data and information, by cooperating with the related
organizations and international projects, in order to support oceanographic research
activities. Such endeavors have produced tremendous results. Nevertheless, large
quantities of oceanographic data and information remain buried, without being
managed appropriately.

Oceanographic data and information always face the risk of being lost due to
the degradation of recording media, natural and human disasters and accidents
including war damages, and transfer and retirement of researchers.

For these reasons, the IOC launched the Global Oceanographic Data Archaeology
& Rescue (GODAR) project in 1993 to locate and rescue analog oceanographic data
and information as well as digital data which are not being utilized, and to make such
data available to researchers in general. The Project has now found and rescued more
than two million sets of oceanographic data and information, and these are being made
public through the IODE system.
However, in the Western Pacific Region, much oceanographic observation data
remains buried and unused. For this reason, the 16th Session of the IODE held in Lisbon in
November 2000 recommended that GODAR activities be carried out in the Western Pacific
Region. On this basis, in March 2002, persons concerned with NODCs of the region met in
Tokyo, discussed methods to promote the GODAR activities in the region, and formulated the
five-year GODAR-WESTPAC project plan.

We hope that this project will locate and rescue much oceanographic data and information,
which will contribute to the oceanographic research activities of various countries.



TARGET DATA

This Project covers all oceanographic observation data. There are no restrictions as to the type of observation, such
as water sampling observation, CTD, XBT, marine meteorological observations, tidal observations, or ocean current
observations.

If you have data that might contribute toward the project, please provide an outline (data type, media,
quantity, and your contact details (see Form 1)) for the project office.

AREAS COVERED

This Project covers oceanographic observation data and information acquired in the Western Pacific Region. For
the details on the areas covered, see the back cover.

PROCESSING OF COLLECTED DATA

The collected oceanographic data are digitized and quality-controlled with the assistance of the respective NODC:s,
and then made public. The state of data collection and processing is made public on the project web site.

DATA POLICY

The collected data are handled according to the IODE/IOC data policy of "Full and Open Sharing'". They are
available for anyone through the IODE system.

PROJECT OFFICE

The Project Office has been set up inside Japan Oceanographic Data Center (JODC). For inquiries on the Project,
and provision of information and data, please contact the respective NODCs or the IODE National Coordinator. For
details, see the back cover.

SURVEY OF OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH

In order to advance the project, it is required to share the information on the situation of oceanographic research in
this region. From this point of view, the project is collecting the following information related to marine research
activities. The collected information and data will be available on the project web site. The relevant forms are explained
below.

Your cooperation in this regard will be very much appreciated.

I Inventory of Oceanographic Research Data (Form 1)
This form is used to supply information on what kind of data are held at the organizations and researchers in
this region. The requirements for using such data are also supplied by this form.

I Information on Oceanographic Research Organizations (Form 2)
Names and addresses of oceanographic research organizations, outlines of their activities, etc.

I Ocean Research Vessels (Form 3)
Information on ocean research vessels owned or operated by oceanographic research organizations.

I Regular Observation Lines (Form 4)
Information on oceanographic regular observation lines on which oceanographic research organizations carry
out observations routinely by the research vessels.

I Oceanographic Observation Stations (Form 5)
Information on oceanographic observation stations installed by oceanographic research organizations (e.g. tide
observation stations, monitoring buoys, observation towers, etc.).



ADDRESSES for GODAR-WESTPAC

AUSTRALIA

Australian Oceanographic Data Center
Directorate of Oceanography & Meteorology

Maritime Headquarters

Wylde Street, Potts Point, NSW 2011

Tel: +61-2-9359-3119
Fax: +61-2-9359-3120

http://www.aodc.gov.au/
CHINA

National Marine Data & Information Service
State Oceanic Administration
93, Liuwei Rd, Hedong District, Tianjin 300171
Tel: +86-22-2401-0801

Fax: +86-22-2401-0820 ALANICTD
http..//www.nmdlis.gov.cn/ SISMER
Centre IFREMER de Brest

BP 70, 29280 Plouzane

Tel: +33-2 98 22 49 16

Fax: +33-2 98 22 46 44
http://www.ifremer.fr/sismer/

INDONESIA

Hydro-Oceanographic Service
Jin. Pantai Kuta V/1 Ancol Timur
Jakarta 14430
Tel: +62-21-684810
Fax: +62-21-684819
http://www.tnial.mil.id/hidros/

MALAYSIA

50634 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: +60-3-231-3595
Fax: +60-3-2698-7972

PHILIPPINES

Coast & Geodetic Survey Department
National Mapping & Resource Information Authority
PO. Box 1620, 421, Barraca St.,

San Nicolas, Manila
Tel: +63-2-241-3494
Fax: +63-2-242-2090

RUSSIA

Hydrographic Department
Navy Headquarters, Ministry of Defense

F1JI

SOPAC Secretariat
Private Mail Bag, GPO, Suva
Tel: +679-381 377
Fax: +679-370 040
http://www.sopac.org/

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF
Korea Oceanographic Data Centre

National Fisheries Research & Development Institute

408-1 Sirang-ri, Gijang-eup, Gijang-gun,
Busan, 619-902
Tel: +82-51-720-2223
Fax: +82-51-720-2225
http://www.nfrda.re.kr/kodc/

THAILAND

Geo-Informatics & Space Technology-
Development Agency
196 Phaholyothin Rd., Chatuchak,
Bangkok 10900
Tel: +66-2-940-5515
Fax: +66-2-940-5671
http://www.gistda.or.th/

Regional Oceanographic Data Center
Far Eastern Regional Hydrometeorological Research Institute
24 Fontannaya Street, Viadiostok 690600

Tel: +7-423-222-8844
Fax: +7-423-222-7754
http://www.hydromet.com/
VIETNAM

Vietnam National Oceanographic Data Centre
National Center for Natural Science & Technology
Hoang Quoc Viet Str., Caugiay, Hanoi
Tel: +84-4-756-4402
Fax: +84-4-756-1647

GODAR-WESTPAC Project Office
Japan Oceanographic Data Center

5-3-1, Tsukiji, Chuo-ku,
Tokyo 104-0045, JAPAN
Tel: +81-3-3541-4295
Fax: +81-3-3545-2885
E-mail: mail@jodc.go.jp
http.//www.jodc.go.jp/

U.S.A.

National Oceanographic Data Center
SSMC3, 4th Floor, 1315 East West Highway,
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Tel: +1-301- 713-3277
Fax: +1-301-713-3302
http://www.nodc.noaa.gov/
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