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The occurrence of the Atlantic fish Gaidropsarus granti in
the Mediterranean Sea (South-Eastern Aegean Sea,
Dodecanese, Greece, Eastern Mediterranean)
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Abstract

Zachariou-Mamalinga, H. 1999. The occurrence of the Atlantic fish Gaidropsarus
granti in the Mediterranean Sea, (South-Eastern Aegean Sea, Dodecanese, Greece,
Eastern Mediterranean). Ann. Musei Goulandris 10: 261-266.

This paper reports the capture of a specimen of the fish Gaidropsarus granti
(Regan, 1903), family Gadidae (Svetovidov, 1956: 535), for the first time in the
Mediterranean Sea, off Plimmiri and Prassonissi on the south-eastern coast of
Rhodes, Dodecanese, South-Eastern Aegean Sea, Greece, Eastern Mediterranean.

Gaidropsarus granti is an Eastern Central Atlantic species not previously reported
out of the Azores and Canafy Islands (Svetovidov, 1986: 118, Cohen, Inada,
Iwamoto, Scialabba, 1990: 48). This report constitutes its first record from the

Mediterranean.

Megiinyy

Zayapiov-Mapahriyka, E. 1999. Epgavion tov Athaviwoy eidovg Gaidropsarus
granti ot Meooyero (Notoavatohind Avyaio, Amdexdynoa, EALGO, Avotohixn
Meo6yewo). Ann. Musei Goulandris 10: 261-266.

H avaxoivwon avm avagéoer v ohievon evég atépov Gaidropsarus granti
(Regan, 1903), Gadidae, (Svetovidov, 1956: 535) ywr mooTn ot ot Meodyero,
€0 a6 1o Minuuior xau Ioaooviol, om vowavatolxl axti g Podov
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AMOEXAVIOOV, 0TO NOTIoavaToxO Aryaio, EAAGOW, Avatohuxn MeoOyeELo.

To Gaidropsarus grantii €ivay €100g TOU AVATOM%OU KEVIOILOU ATAUVILLOU JTOV
HEYOL TmOU Oev gixe avageebel (@ amd Vv meouoyn Tov ALOQOV ®aL Twv
Kavaoimv vijowy (Svetovidov, 1986: 118, Cohen, Inada, Iwamoto, Scialabba, 1990:
48). AvTr) 1 avag@oQd GUVLOTAE TNV TQMTY TOV XATAYQU@n 0T MeooyEeLo.

Key words: Gadidac, Gaidropsarus granti, Mediterranean, SE Aegean Sea, Island
of Rhodes, Greece, new record.

Introduction

A specimen of Gaidropsarus granti (Regan, 1903) was captured for the
first time in the Mediterranean, South-Eastern Aegean Sea, off Plimmiri and
Prassonissi, South-eastern coast of the Island of Rhodes, Dodecanese,
Greece, Eastern Mediterranean.

The specimen was caught on the 8th of November 1995, by the fisherman
Odysseus Chryssopoulos more than 300m. off the coast of Plimmiri and
Prassonissi, south of Lindos, with nets from a sandy bottom at a depth of
360-400m. (Svetovidov, 1956: 535). The specimen is deposited in the
Goulandris Natural History Museum, Kifissia, Athens.

This record of Gaidropsarus granti in the sea area of the Island of Rhodes,
Dodecanese, South-eastern Aegean Sea, adds a new species in the
Mediterranean.

Description (based on the Rhodian specimen): 2nd Dorsal rays 56; anal
rays 47. pectoral rays 20; ventral rays 7. Head length 4,21; predorsal 4,58;
preanal 1,93; snout 18,66; caudal peduncle lenght 37.83; caudal peduncle
least depth 14,73, all in Standard Length. Eve diameter 7,3; interorbital 5.88:
snout 4,43, all in Head Length (Table I). Ray of the first Dorsal fin short
(9.6mm), barely exceeding eye diameter (9,1mm) which is larger than the
bony base of interorbital space (7,5mm). (Regan, 1903: 346).

Body elongate to fusiform. Caudal peduncle compressed and not very
narrow. Head depressed with curved opercula. Three barbels, two on snout,
from anterior nostrils and one on chin. The entire body and head are
covered with small cycloid scales. The upper jaw protruding beyond the
lower jaw. Small sharp teeth in bands, on jaws and vomer, with some larger
tang-shaped teeth. Particularly on the upper jaw 8 large fang-shaped teeth, 4
anterior strongly elongated and 4 others, two on each inner side. Behind
them a strip of small sharp teeth. On the head of the vomer, which is large
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TABLE 1

Measurements (mm) and counts of the specimen of Gaidropsarus granti
from in Island of Rhodes, (November 1995)

Total length mm 310
Standard length mm 280
Head length mm 66.5
Predorsal mm 61,1
Preanal mm 145
Snout mim 15
Caudal peduncle length mm 74
Caudal peduncle least depth mm 19
Head length mm 66.5
Eye diameter mm 9.l
Interorbital mm 11,3
Bony base of interorbital space mm ¥ e
Irst Dorsal ray length mm 9.6
2nd Dorsal ray count 26
Anal ray count 47
Pectoral ray count 20

.

Ventral ray count

and angular, there is a band of small teeth with a series of 4 large hook-
shaped teeth, two on each side. On the lower jaw a row of 9 large fang-
shaped teeth with smaller teeth located between them.

Fins without spines. Two dorsal fins, the first with a single short ray on
the nape, followed by a sunken row of small soft filaments in front of the
long based 2nd dorsal fin. A single anal fin. Pectoral fins rounded. Ventral
fins triangular and narrow; the second ray much longer than the others.
Caudal fin rounded convexly behind.

T m = 20 7

3 13 W ™ W ¥ .

Gaidropsarus granti (Regan. 1903)
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Colour of the specimen: Top of head and back brown with creamy
reticulations, from snout to the beginning of 2nd dorsal fin. A creamy
longitudinal sinuous band from the beginning of 2nd dorsal fin till the caudal
peduncle. Lower, a broad brown band with sinuous margin, interrupted 3
times by a fine vertical band before the caudal peduncle. The lower part of
the head, the lower flank and belly red-orange, like the colour of salmon,
when it was fresh; afterwards creamy (Svetovidov, 1984-86: 699, 700) Few
warm chocolate brown spots on the lower part of the head. Warm chocolate
brown rounded blotches and bars on the lower flank. Dorsal, anal, pectoral
and caudal fins creamy with brown rounded blotches. All these fins bordered
by red-orange. Along the second dorsal fin a fine creamy undulate
longitudinal band. Ventral fins red-orange.

The photographs were taken after the fish had been placed in a
refrigerator.

Remarks: Gaidropsarus granti (Regan, 1903) is an Eastern Central
Atlantic species. Its presence in the Eastern Mediterranean has to be
ascribed to the accidental transport through the Strait of Gibraltar.

Gaidropsarus granti (Regan, 1903) has been reported from:

1) Canary Islands: By steindachner, 1891: 360, under the specific name
Onos guttatus Coll.

2) Azores: a) By Regan, 1903: 346, under the specific name Onus granti.
b) By Collett, 1905: 724, under the specific name Gaidropsarus guttatus
(Coll.) 1890.

The rarity of its occurrence is caused, most probably, by its existence at
great depths far distant from the coast, where there it is less accessible to
capture (Svetovidov, 1984-1986: 700).

The occurrence of Gaidropsarus granti on November 1995 in the sea area
of Rhodes, Dodecanese, South-Eastern Aegean Sea, Greece, Eastern
Mediterranean is a considerable extension of the species known distribution,

which hitherto encompassed only the shores of the Azores and Canary
Islands.
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Teeth on upper jaw

Teeth on lower jaw

Teeth on upper (A) and lower (B) jaw of Gaidropsarus granti (Regan, 1903)
Drawing by S, Stamatellos
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