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future commons 2070 

sea 
  
 
 

exploration of 
an updated concept of the commons 

 
 fuel the ethical debate on marine spatial planning,  

starting from a basic socio-ecologically inspired concern.  



future commons 2070 

societal values 
long term future perspective 

  
 
 

developing an encompassing critical vision 
 

design-based research 
 



John Law 
social  sciences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This is due to an increasing 
acknowledgment that there are 
circumstances in which reality is both 
unknowable and generative, which implies 
that realities are to be made and remade 
rather than to be discovered.”  

why research by design? 



subjective cartography 

enriched visual expression  





 
 

“The commons are resources that are 
owned in common or shared between 
or among communities populations.  
These resources are said to be ‘held 
in common’ and can include 
everything from natural resources and 
common land to software” 

Peter Barnes 
environmentalist/journalist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the commons  

density of the commons 



 sea = commons  
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community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cultural 
(Barnes P. 2006) 
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land-sea zone 
 
 
sea  
 
 
(MSURR 2010) 



commons on land 



commons on land-sea 



commons on sea 



2070 ? 

 
design a vision for the future  
of sustainable management  
of the sea and the coastal area 
 
> long term perspective 



2070 in ‘Strong Europe’ 

 
WLO long term perspective (NL 2040)  



 transboundary vision 



objectives 2070 

1. towards ‘very low carbon Europe’ 
  
2. create more commons up to 2070 

less space for more people 
commons-based MSP 
 

3. govern the sea-commons  
ecosystems  
from local to supra national 



1.  very low carbon society 2070 

socio ecological concern > objective 
  
2020 low carbon Europe 
2070 very low carbon Europe  

• maritime freight transport network  
• renewable energy transport network 

 

 
 



maritime freight transport network 2070 



renewable energy transport network 2070 



2.    create more commons 2070 

 
men is avidly ogling the sea 

   
     



2.    create more commons 2070 

 
commons-based marine spatial 
planning 
to guarantee the commons in 2070 

 
 >  3 rules of conduct 



commons-based marine spatial planning 

1 cautious use of the sea 
don’t develop projects on the sea which can also be developed on 
land 

 

2 strengthening of the commons  
projects that do need to be developed on the sea should be 
conceived as being part of the commons 

 

3 low and temporary impact  
projects that are developed on sea should be reversible and floating 
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3.     govern sea-commons 

 
special stakeholders 
4 dimensional space 

 
 >  long term perspective 



Strong Europe 

socio ecological concern  
+  

commons  
=  

European Maritime Commons 
 
 



seas and oceans (UNCLOS) 



future commons 2070 



seas and oceans 



land & sea 2070 
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