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VLIZ Young Marine Scientists’ Day 2014 

Student: Looking for reliable information on broad range of 

marine/maritime fields for your thesis? 

 

PhD student: Need an overview of the marine research in Belgium? 

Who does complementary research? Cooperation? 

 

Post-doc: How can my research reach decision-taking level? 

 

Young professional: Need quick access to updated & validated info 

services from multiple disciplines and sectors? 



Compendium for Coast and Sea 

An integrated knowledge document about the Coast and Sea 

in Flanders and Belgium 

 



Integrating disperse information 

Ecological information 
(characteristics of coast and sea, impact 
on the environment, etc.) 

Socio-economic figures 
(use of the coast and sea, 
employment & turnover of marine 
sectors, etc.) 

Institutional & legal information 
(competent authorities, governance of 
coast and sea, policy instruments, etc.) 

 

Overview Belgian Marine 
Research 



Factsheet Compendium for Coast and Sea 

Aim: 

• Aggregate information & data Belgian marine research 

• Increase visibility and accessibility of marine research 

 

Focus: 

Belgian part of North Sea, adjacent coastal zone & estuaries in 

international context 

 

Target group: 

Marine experts (policy, science, industry & innovation) 



Factsheet Compendium for Coast and Sea 

Who? 

• Initiative and coordination VLIZ 

• Cooperation with > 150 marine experts 

 

Product: 

• Cyclic publication in Dutch and English 

• Website with online updates: 

www.compendiumcoastandsea.be  

 

http://www.compendiumcoastandsea.be/


Compendium for Coast and Sea 

Three building blocks: 

 

1. Belgian marine research 

 

2. Use of coast and sea 

 

3. Marine science policy - interface  

 

+ derived products & publications 



1. Belgian Marine Research 

Henk van der Meer 2006 



1. Belgian Marine Research 
 

• Policy context for research & innovation 

• Overview of funding instruments for research  

• International, European & national level 

 



1. Belgian Marine Research 
 

Marine Research in Flanders/Belgium 

  

 History of marine research 

 82 marine research groups 

 > 1.000 marine researchers 

 Broad range of expertise 

 Significant scientific output 

 International character 
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1. Belgian Marine Research 
 

Brochure: Belgian Marine Research – An overview 

 

 Looking for certain expertise? 

 Possibilities for cooperation? 

 A suitable research group to start a PhD? 
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2. Use of the Coast and Sea 

Misjel Decleer 2006 



2. Use of the Coast and Sea 

One-stop-shop for reliable, scientifically underpinned, published information 

 
Themes Chapter 2 

Nature and environment Maritime and coastal heritage 

Maritime transport, shipping and 
ports 

Social and economic environment 

Dredging and dumping Tourism and recreation 

Sand and gravel extraction Safety against flooding 

Energy (incl. cables and pipelines) Military use 

Fisheries Scheldt Estuary 

Aquaculture Integrated Coastal Zone Management 

Agriculture Marine Spatial Planning 



2. Use of the Coast and Sea 

79 coauthors & reviewers from science, policy & civil society 

 

Relevant facts, figures, scientific and legal information  

Disclosed following template: 
 

 Introduction & international benchmarking 

 Policy context 

 Spatial use 

 Societal interest 

 Impact 

 Sustainable use 

 

Neutral & Objective 



2. Use of the Coast and Sea 

Large amount of information is summarized in tables, 

graphs, maps, flowcharts, etc. 
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3. Marine Science-Policy Interface 



3. Marine Science-Policy Interface 

 Overview policy instruments & competent authorities 

 Division of competences 



3. Marine Science-Policy Interface 

 Mechanisms to incorporate science in policy and decision-making, vice versa 

 Authorities & platforms for SPI 



3. Marine Science-Policy Interface 

Vademecum – Marine policy and legal instruments for 

the Belgian part of the North Sea (currently only in Dutch) 



3. Marine Science-Policy Interface 

What policy instruments are relevant for my 

research topic? E.g. protection of environment: 
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What can you do? 

Take your research to the next level: 

 

• Inform yourself about the societal relevance of your research 

• Make sure your research is accessible and well-disclosed 

• Bring relevant results to the attention of decision-makers  

• Engage in your Marine Science Community 

• Take action yourself or contact us:  

compendium@vliz.be library@vliz.be 

 

• Don’t forget the general public (Ocean Literacy)! 

 

 

 

 



www.compendiumcoastandsea.be 

Pick up your usb-stick with the Compendium for Coast and 
Sea at our demo stand! 

 

Interested? 



Thanks for your attention! 

Compendium for Coast and Sea 


