
Historical evolution of the Scheldt Estuary through historical maps and aerial photos 

 

Background: 

Along the Scheldt Estuary, the shorelines, intertidal flats and marshes have faced substantial 

morphological changes over the past decades. Most of these are thought to be caused by human 

interventions like embankments, channelization and dredging. Historical maps can provide insight in the 

evolution of specific regions, as they show the situation at a certain moment in time. Both in the 

framework of HisGisKust (a VLIZ initiative to disclose historical maps) and ScheldeMonitor (an information 

portal for research and monitoring in the Scheldt estuary) a series of historical aerial photos and maps 

was obtained.  

 

Possible tasks for students: 

 Georeferencing and vectorisation of historical maps and aerial photos; quality control on 

previously georeferenced material.   

 Reconstruction of the historical shorelines (incl. tidal flats).   

 Creation of composite images for a certain area and time period. 

 Creation of story maps. 

 

Profile: 

 GIS experience 

 Scientific background 

 Internship for at least 1 month 

 Ability to work accurate and precise 

 

Working environment and support 

The Flanders Marine Institute is an autonomous institute with the legal status of a non-profit 
organisation and has the following strategic objectives: 
   
 

 Promoting Flemish marine scientific research.   

 Serving as an international contact point in the marine scientific field.  

 Promoting the international impact of Flemish marine scientific research.  

 Promoting the visibility of Flemish marine scientific research to the public at large by means of  
popularisation and sensitisation.   

 Providing scientific information on the sea to policy makers, whether or not upon request, so  
that they can use this information to develop their policy with regard to marine affairs.   

 
 



VLIZ is located in the coastal town of Oostende (Belgium).  For more information on our activities, please 
visit our website www.vliz.be 
 
Contact: lennert.tyberghein@vliz.be 
 
 

 

 


